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PREFACE

The Countryside Agency has for some time been sponsoring Parish Councils who wish to ensure that all
residents are properly canvassed for their views on all aspects of village life. Wellington Parish Council,
like many other parish councils nationwide, believed that this was an opportunity which could not be
missed.

A Parish Plan Steering Committee was therefore formed in September 2002. With the assistance of our
Community Planning Worker, three methods of consultation were organised — Planning for Real and
Feedback Meetings were held, and a follow-up questionnaire was developed and delivered to every home
in the parish.

The information from all of these has been collated and analysed. The turnout for the meetings, and the
number of returned questionnaires, show that some 40% of residents participated in this process — a
figure that compares favourably with the turnout at most local elections.

We therefore feel confident that the following report, and set of Action Plans, accurately reflect the views
of the residents.

The full document, plus all the raw data and analyses, will be available to all residents at a number of
locations and in a variety of formats.

Every household in the parish will receive a leaflet which summarises the major points in this report, and
informs them how to gain access to the full documentation, and how to participate further if they wish to.

The planning process has been funded by

— he
s Countryside
B Agency

© wellington Parish Council 2003
No part or whole of this publication may be reproduced in any form
without written consent from Wellington Parish Council
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Parish History

There has been a settlement at Wellington for
over 1000 years. The first recorded mention was
in 1035 and later in 1066, when it was already a
flourishing and well populated place. It is
recorded as such in the Doomsday Book. In
1038 its name was “Weolintun”, which possibly
referred to “the temple clearing” or “ Weola’'s
clearing” — Weola being a personal name. In
1066 it is referred to as “Walinstone”.

The village remained a typical rural community
for some 900 years. The advent of electricity,
telephones and the internal combustion engine

had a major impact on farming and the
community as a whole.
As agricultural employment fell away, the

establishment of a Royal Ordnance Depot during
World War 2 provided welcome employment for
many.

Employment opportunities dwindled in post war
years. Wellington developed into a commuter
village for Hereford, but the sale of the Depot
premises appears to offer welcome potential
employment opportunities to the village.

Our Parish Now

The A49 trunk road starts in Ross-on-Wye and
runs north as the “Marches Highway” along the
English side of the border with Wales, to
Shrewsbury and beyond. Five miles north of
Hereford it passes through our Parish of
Wellington. The main village street (the C45)
joins the A49 from the west just as the trunk road
opens out to become a dual carriageway, the first
north of Hereford, so traffic speed is an issue
here.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©
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The majority of the population lives in the village
of Wellington which consists of the main street
with a few off-shoots such as Auberrow Road,
Dernside Close, Bridge Lane and Brookside. At
the west end of the village is Watermill, a fairly
new development close to the old mill.

On the main street lie the Church of St.
Margaret and opposite, the village Primary
School, which, with the new Memorial Hall built
on to it as an extension, forms the Community
Centre. Behind the School to the south, lie the
village Playing Fields, with two football pitches,
cricket pitch, bowling green and tennis courts.
One football pitch can be floodlit during the
winter and there is a pavilion and stand for
teams and spectators. Further west are the
Wellington Pub and restaurant and the village
shop (“Betty Swallox Country Store") with Post
Office. The Social Club is on the north side of
the street, next to the Chapel Field, and mainly
serves our thriving footballing fraternity. The
original old chapel has been condemned, so the
small congregation now meets in a “cabin” in the
Chapel Field, until such time as other
arrangements may be made.

The houses in the village are a mixture of 15",
16" and 17" century properties fronting the
street with much of the ground behind, some
formerly cider orchards, developed with more
modern properties. Other modern properties,
often of executive type, fill the gaps between the
old. There is more affordable housing at
Brookside, Watermill and Millway, but the village
lacks enough "starter" homes for the young
people, many of whom are at present forced to
leave Wellington to start life on their own in
nearby Hereford or Leominster. This is a
concern for many residents.

Parallel to the main street, but behind the
houses on the north side, runs the Wellington
Brook with its old, now converted, mill at the
west end of the village. In the past the brook has
flooded but a flood alleviation scheme has
proved successful. It has now been taken over
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look after the almshouses, but also
manage funds which enable small grants
towards their education and/or training to
be made available for young people
under the age of 25 resident, or whose
parents are resident, in Wellington. The
almshouses built initially to house needy
people of the parish, are now occupied
mainly by young people who cannot find
affordable housing within the village.
Other houses to the east of the A49 are
quite isolated properties.

The rest of the land in the parish to the
east of the A49 is earmarked for gravel
extraction. Here there is Moreton Camp,

by the Lugg Valley Internal Drainage Board as
far west as the bridge outside the mill.

To the north of the village is Dinmore Hill with
Wellington Wood and the old quarries. Up here
is the small settlement of Burghope and further
to the west some scattered dwellings. Numerous
wild deer live up here. To the south of the main
village there are two other small settlements:
Auberrow and The Marsh. None of these three
“satellite” hamlets has community facilities other
than post boxes and parish notice boards.
Dinmore Manor, in its own valley

to the south of Dinmore Hill, is

now privately owned. It was once

a centre for the Knights

Hospitaller of St. John of

Jerusalem, who still hold annual

services at Hereford Cathedral.

The sign to Dinmore Manor from

the A49 is picked out in reflective

glass beads, as the manor was

once owned by Richard Hollis

Murray the man whose chauffeur

invented “cats eyes" for lane

marking on roads.

Also north of the main village,

accessible from the village by foot via a footpath
through the churchyard, or by car through the
ford, is a large and thriving garden centre which
provides employment for a number of villagers.
The main access for business is off the dual
carriageway section of the A49 where speed is
again an issue.

All of the above settlements are to the west of
the A49 On the eastern side of the road are the
Almshouses, founded in 1682 by Sir Herbert
Perrott, and still in use. They were refurbished
in the 1870s and again within the past five years.
The Wellington Charities themselves go back to
the 17" century and are constituted to not only

a World War 2 Ordnance Depot, some of
whose buildings now house seasonal workers.
Moreton Business Park is planned here and
should provide employment prospects for
Wellington people. Tarmac are at present in
negotiation for another part of this area which
will involve some increase in lorry movements
along the A49 The worry of this is particularly
exercising those residents of Wellington Marsh
whose exit to the A49 is close to a possible
access for lorries to the Tarmac site.

There is an hourly bus service along the A49
which takes residents either south to Hereford or
north to Leominster. Only some of the buses
actually pass through the village street — the rest
merely stop on the main road at appropriate lay-
bys. This is of concern to some residents who do
not relish a long walk with shopping from the bus
stop to their homes, especially when having to
cross the busy A49 However, large buses on the
sometimes quite narrow village street are also a
worry.

A Mobile Library serves the village, stopping
outside the shop on one Thursday each month.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©
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The residents are socially active, with some 20
vilage groups, including Bowls, Bridge,
Brownies, Chapel, Church, Cricket, Football,
Garden Club, Line Dancing, Neighbourhood
Watch, Toddlers Club, Rainbows, Silver
Threads, Social Club, Tennis, Welcome
Magazine, PTA, & W.I.

There are several farms, mainly worked by the
owners and their families. Very few village
residents are employed in agriculture now,
compared with the situation 70-80 years ago.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©

Very little land is available for open-space
considerations, housing development, or leisure
activities.

Wellington is a privileged community, with most
of the services we need to live comfortably in a
most pleasant rural location. However, the
residents have identified a number of issues
which are concerning them at present.

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf
of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office,
© Crown Copyright 100042105
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Water supply to the Church

St.Margarets Church must be one of the few
churches in a village situation that does not have
a water supply. Water is needed for the boiler,
cleaning, flower arranging, refreshments etc. and
has to be transported to the church by
parishioners on a regular basis. The church is an
important part of the village community as
reflected by the number of villagers supporting
this proposal.

Action:

Quotes and potential funding package to be
identified including appropriate lead body to
apply for funding.

counter. This, of course, is only possible during
Post Office opening hours.

Action:

1. Contact Stuart McFarlane, Betty Swallox
Country Store and P.0,re publicising
current facilities

2. Publicising in the Welcome magazine
the availability of cash withdrawals at the
Post Office,

3. Explore the possibility of a 24 hour ‘hole
in the wall type facility.

War Memorial Relocation

Toilets with disabled facilities at the
Church.

No toilet facilities exist at present. There is a
need to provide facilities that are accessible to
all. This cannot be achieved without water and
sewerage services. Both services must be
pursued simultaneously. (see water supply to the
church)

Action:

Quotes and potential funding package to be
identified including appropriate lead body to
apply for funding.

Cash point to be provided at the Shop
and Post Office

At the present time cash withdrawals are
possible from the Post Office for customers with
an Alliance and Leicester, Barclays, or Lloyds
TSB current account, a basic bank account
available from many banks and building societies
and the new Post Office card account.
Customers requiring cash can withdraw from
their accounts using their card and PIN at the

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©

Some residents were not aware of the existence
of the war memorial in the cemetery. However
the statistics show that the majority would prefer
it to remain in that location.

Action: None
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Community Mini Bus

The village is on a scheduled bus route served
by two companies, Primrose Lugg Valley Motors
and First Midland Red. Within the last year the
frequency of buses coming into the village has
been reduced. The service on the A49 remains
but it is a considerable distance to walk from
there to the end of the village.

Action:

1. Contact bus companies and
Herefordshire Council requesting
reinstatement of hourly bus service
through village.

2. Contact Rural Transport Advisor, re
feasibility study for provision of minibus.

Youth Club to be established on
Chapel Site
Previous attempts to establish youth facilities in

the village were regrettably unsuccessful A
separate youth report is included.

Action: See separate youth report

Demolish Poultry Houses behind

Stocks Farm

These poultry houses are on private land and as
such are providing the owner with a livelihood.
The reasoning behind this proposal for
demolition is not known. No action is possible by
this process.

Action: None

Provide a Fish and Chip Shop

Villagers overwhelmingly opposed this proposal.

Action: None

Provide a Post Box

These were requested in 3 locations, the most
requested being Vinery Corner.

There is a post box outside the shop and Post
Office and one at Auberrow.

Action:

Contact
Royal Mail to ask if an additional
post box could be provided at
Vinery Corner.

Provide a Telephone Box opposite
school

A telephone box exists near Vinery Corner.

Action:

Contact

BT to ask if a phone box could be provided
opposite the school.

Page 6
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CRIME AND SAFETY

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a
responsibility on Parish Councils to consider the
impact of the decisions they make on crime and
disorder in their Parish. The Parish Councils not
only have to work with Police but other statutory
providers to ensure, that when considering a
decision, the safety of the parishioners is taken
into account.

Wellington, as with many rural parishes, no
longer has a resident policeman and has to take
its share of the limited police resources.

1. The village has a well established
Neighbourhood Watch scheme which
maintains a healthy 2-way liaison with
the nominated “Beat Officer” Villagers
are kept informed of incidents via a
grapevine system and the village notice
board. There is also a regular input into
the Welcome - the village magazine.

2. It was reassuring to find that only 4
persons out of the 140 who contributed
disagreed with the unsolicited comment
"| feel safe here.

3. The most contentious issue was that of
fly tipping and car dumping at the top of
Bridge Lane, the A49 slip lane, Mill Lane
and Aylus Hill. This is a difficult problem
for the Police to handle. There was a
suggestion that the village is capable of
policing itself. If this is the case it is
important that villagers be vigilant and
contact their coordinator when they
notice such suspicious activity. There is
a Council contact number, which has
been published in the Welcome, for
persons to notify when such activity is
observed. Our experience is that the
Council reacts very quickly when so
informed

(01432) 260054 / 261911.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©

4. There was a fairly even split about the
quality of lighting in the village. Some
thought that it should be improved at the
top of Bridge Lane and the Row. Others
thought there was a case for limiting any
further light pollution.

5. Concern was also expressed about
noise, rowdyism and vandalism in the
vicinity of the Social Club, and the
Community Centre.

6. Under Crime and Safety many worries
were expressed about the level of high
speeds through the village. This item is
further covered in the Traffic and
Transport issue.

7. There was strong resistance to the
suggested installation of CCTV cameras,
whilst at least one person commented on
the practicality by asking who would
offer to monitor them .

Action:

The Parish Council investigates those areas
thought to be lacking in sufficient lighting.

The Parish Council approaches those
responsible for the areas affected by noise,
rowdyism and vandalism to discuss the problem
and possible remedies.

Page 7
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- 3. Hospital Car Service
Health issues do not appear to be of major . )
concern in the village. In particular, NO Contact Welcc;me M??azlll'n'e e |
comments were recorded in the Health Issues e In o'rlmblo acilities currently
book at ‘Planning for Real’. More health issues b N % = leoh b f
were recorded in the returned questionnaires : ::row_ elté epSone_ number o
than at ‘Planning for Real’ OEPE CElf SEEs
C. Identify any specific
problems
The Main health concerns were for : .
4. NHS Dentist
: Investigate possible provision.
1. A GP. Surgery/Branch Surgery in the L .
village gery gery However, highly unlikely to be
achieved as there is a national
2. An NHS Dentist in the village. shortage of N.H.S Dentists
3. Help for the elderly/Disabled —
unspecified
4, Health Visitor
5. Health Centre
6. Hospital Car Service
Action:
1. GP Surgery/Health Centre/Health
Visitor
There are ongoing discussions regarding
this provision.
2. Help for Elderly and/or Disabled
Contact Welcome Magazine to:-
a. Try to Identify the precise
needs
b. Inform of facilities already
available
C. Provide contact telephone
numbers/addresses for
specific problems
Page 8 Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©
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ENVIRONMENT

The ten items with the most votes can be divided
into four sections.

Main Issues

1. The need for recreational footpaths.

2. Clean up dirty surroundings - dog mess
and litter, the Dingle to be cleaned, also
litter bins provided.

3. Interests for people - meeting and
playing places, recycling.

4. Improvement of the natural surroundings

- planting, and work on the Dingle.

Issue 1 Footpaths

A footpath was requested from the village up
Adzor Bank, (66 in favour and 37 against), and
also along the Causeway. The former has been
applied for, and will go to Public Enquiries soon.

In conjunction with other headings, the area
adjacent to the pub could also contain a bus
shelter and the War Memorial; the shrubs and
paving to be cleaned up, and the notice board to
contain a village map with rights of way.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©

Action:
1.

2.

Need to keep community posted on
situation and involved where necessary
Provide a Parish Footpath Map. This can
be displayed on the notice board.

Issue 2

1.

Clean up

Dog Mess
Poop Scoop bins are requested -

suggested at Bridge Lane, the Vinery
and the Social Club It would need to be
seen where they are most needed, and
how many in total. Who provides and
services them is not clear. Dog mess
was noted in a great many areas.

Action:
1.

Poop-scoop bins are no longer available.
The Dog Warden says there is now a
"Dog Watch Area", with co-ordinator and
informants, and reporting to Dog
Wardens. Small posters are available -
to be put in windows, not on posts.
Regular notices in Welcome magazine
encouraging owners to take any mess
home.

Page 9
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2. The Dingle

Clean the Dingle thoroughly though
without affecting the flora and fauna.
This was also noted in Community
Facilities, and Crime & Safety. The "No
Tipping" sign at the north end is

ineffective.

Action:
1. The Dingle has been checked, and

any rubbish removed.

Regular checks will be undertaken

and the Parish Council informed if

further action is required.

2.

Issue 3 Interests for people

A site for a village green was identified at the
Chapel field by 129 people ( 21 opposed it), and
an area for community events could also go
there (tug-of-wars have already been held), and
a play area for under-fives could be included.

We would need money to buy the land which
would then belong to the Parish Council. Open
Spaces Society has information on getting
greens registered.

Recycling had many supporters as people are
eager to add other items; this has been
overtaken by the recent Council organisation of
collections. There was support for a
comprehensive recycling centre.

A suggestion for a community-owned wind
generator has raised several reservations on its
practicality which could be looked into.

Action:

1. The Marches Energy Agency, in
Shrewsbury, suggest other energy
conservation measures could be
looked into first - low energy light
bulbs, solar panels.

2. Any suggestions for energy savings

to be circulated back to the

community.

Issue 4 Improve natural surroundings.

Work on the Brook and Dingle, both to be
cleaned without altering the atmosphere of
either. See issue 2.

The Dingle is being assessed for its current
state. Work on the Brook should be done by the
Environment Agency.

Nature reserve status for the Dingle and Claypits
Lane which are unofficial ones already. Mill Lane
is too busy to be practicable as requirements are
peace and quiet.

Herefordshire Nature Trust have provided a
leaflet Living Space. The County Ecologist is to
evaluate both places. English Nature have sent a
guide to selecting and declaring Local Nature
Reserves; there is a Wildspace Grant available.

Plant trees - north of Bridge Farm is a large
area, if the owner wished to fill the piece between
the lane from the ford and the access road to the
new houses, there is the possibility of a Forestry
Commission grant, and trees and hedging
alongside the A49 could also be planted. The
land opposite Mandolin is earmarked for housing
in the UDP

Who is the owner, are they interested, as they
would have to apply? If not suitable for Forestry
Commission, possibility from  Countryside
Agency via County Council, also for hedging and
hedgerow trees.

There are requests for farmers to restore wetland
beyond the Mill, farm in a sustainable way to
minimise flooding, and to desist from spreading
chicken manure on parcel 1680, which would
need to be taken up with the owner,

Action:

Initially contact either Environmental Health,
Environment Agency, English Nature and
Countryside Agency who would all need more
information before taking action on these
projects.

Page 10
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HOUSING

Two subjects generated the greatest interest through
all the stages of the Parish Plan. One was the need for
the provision of affordable housing for young couples
and families with village connections and the other was
an opposition to building on the Chapel field.

Apart from the Chapel field there was a general
acceptance of the need for more housing in the village.
However there was opposition to the continued
building of large and expensive houses which were
perceived as being out of the reach of young couples
and contributing to turning the village into a dormitory
or retirement area.

In any other sites, including Langford land and Church
Farm, there was support for low-cost and starter
homes. The main reason given was that this would
enable local young people to continue to live in the
village. There is no indication whether this should be
rented or purchased housing, but there were
suggestions that it should be near the school (3 from
the feedback  meeting).

Community housing to rent

or for shared ownership is

probably the only way that

long term affordability could

be achieved and this would

also make it possible to give

priority to people with local

connections. The  Parish

Council favours this type of

housing and has estimated

that between twelve and

fourteen such houses are

the present requirement in

the village.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 © Page 11

As no detailed planning applications have
been submitted it is very difficult to
consider where these houses might be
placed. UDP indicated Church farm for any
major housing development in the village
but it is possible that there would only be
about six low cost homes on this
site. The Parish Council therefore
have some reservations. Any
development on these sites is
anticipated to be several years away
due to the drawing up of new UDP.

There was also support for
bungalows for older people and
housing for the disabled although it
is again difficult to see where they
might be placed.

The Chapel Field has been treated

separately. Opinion was against any

development at all here on the
grounds that it was the last open green
space left in the centre of the village and, to
a lesser extent, that it was a flood plain.
However the Chapel needs funds to pay for
the renovation of its building.

In the Environment Section of the survey,
there was support for a village green to be
created in the field next to the Social Club
(namely Chapel Field). The statistics are
129 out of 150 from the follow-up survey
and 18 out of 18 from the Planning For
Real day, in favour. There were also
comments in the Housing Section.
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In the present Local Plan the Chapel Field was
identified as being within the Parish envelope and
ready for development with an area of land next to the
brook being earmarked as a recreation area. Our data
showed strong opposition to any housing development
on the field or part thereof, but it would be most
unlikely that the whole field could ever be acquired as
a recreation area. However, obtaining the use of an
area next to the Social Club as a permanent "Village
Green" would be a proposal worth supporting, and, in
the long term, an attempt to take this area into public
ownership might be considered.

There was support for the Parish Council to be in
control of the rate of development of all new building in
the village. The views of the Parish Council appear to
be in accord with our data, and therefore the most
important action would be to work together with the
Council.

Opinions were divided on the
issues of sheltered housing,
the provision of wheelie bins
and a site for a self-build
co-op housing scheme.

Page 12

In the Herefordshire Housing Needs
Study 2001 several points were raised
that are relevant.

"50.5% felt there was no need for more
homes in the parish" "It shows the
majority of respondents feel there is a
lack of affordable housing" "There is
evidence to suggest mismatches
between types of homes likely to
become available and those local
households need or can afford" There
is also a more detailed breakdown of
specific housing needs.

Action:

1. Parish Council to explore the
provision and location of low
cost housing.

2. Parish Council to develop a
Parish Lettings Policy.

3. Parish Council to identify a

location and source of funding
for a recreation arealvillage
green.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©
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LEISURE

From our examination of the raw data the following
observations are drawn, and proposals made:

PLAYING FIELD AND ASSOCIATED IDEAS

Background

The playing fields are managed for the benefit of the
community with all costs being recovered from the
users.

The present situation where football and cricket
pitches overlap creates user conflict, with neither being
able to enjoy the full length of their season. The grass
cricket square suffers damage when football is played
on it, and as it is hard rolled it drains poorly creating
pitch-flooding problems for football.  Additionally the
leagues impose criteria that become increasingly
difficult to satisfy, e.g. the requirement to fence the
main pitch is contrary to the terms of our lease
(although mandatory if football is to progress to the
next league).

The football club runs teams in all age groups, plus a
girls’ team, with a shared use agreement with the
school for the use of their pitch, but even so the
number of games does cause wear on all our pitches,
including the school’s.

Current Position

We are in the process of acquiring additional land; part
being offered for sale now, but with part retained
subject to UDP housing proposal approval with design,
landscaping and a new access determined as part of
that scheme. Also proposed in UDP as part of that
scheme is additional car parking for the school
(s.5.4.59)

It is proposed to seek an agreement with the LEA
regarding fences, and our use of the proposed
additional car parking, which may include relinquishing
our entittlement to use the playground for car parking,

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 © Page 13

in return for an entitlement to fence. With
the LEA preferences known we may then
proceed and determine pitch layout

What is being sought is:

- A cricket wicket that may be fenced
when not in use, and the ability for
cricket and football to be played at
the same time.

A main football pitch that may have
surround completed, and be
fenced if necessary to satisfy
league criteria.

A second full size football pitch.

A junior sized football pitch, and
mini pitches, which may be located
on school playing field due to our
shared use agreement.

A football reception room, a cricket
club room, a bowls clubroom & a
tennis clubroom / store.

A screened storage vyard, there
always being items needing
storage.

A grass bowls practice area, as all
away matches are played on
grass, and with there being no
guarantee as to the long term
durability of the carpeted green
(this type of green not having been
installed for many years in this
country replacement will be hard to

source). This would be an
insurance against the loss of our
facility.

Our Findings
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The extension proposal was well supported, though
there were some objectors, but without any comment
or explanation.

Action:
Proceed with playing field extension project, with new
access.

CHAPEL FIELD

Background

The present Local Plan policy R2 shows an area
behind the Chapel identified as recreational land, with
it being agreed at public inquiry at that time that the
exact location could be varied when any associated
housing project was carried out, so that it was
accessible and feasible.

Our Findings

There were many comments concerning this field,
including making it a village green, its use for
community events such as tug of war over the brook,
and for a children’s play area. There was considerable
opposition to building on this site.

Action:
Seek consultation with the Chapel Trustees
concerning their development of the Chapel Field.

CHILDREN'S PLAY AREAS

Background

National Playing Fields Association guidelines cover
three types of play area: (a) “Local area for play”
containing features that enable children to identify the
space as their own, providing essential play
opportunities for toddlers and young children in
locations that are overseen by parents, carers and the
local community, (b) “Local equipped area for play”
that comprise items of equipment designed to
stimulate social play in a safe environment aimed at
early school age, in which they are able to experience
new activities and other stimuli & (c) “Neighbourhood
equipped area for play” designed for older children
but with opportunities for play for younger children too,
divided in to two distinct parts; the first comprising a
range of playground equipment; and the second a hard
surface for ball games that may include a kick back
wall, and/or wheeled activities such as skate boarding.

Page 14

Current Position

By very definition “Local area for play” &
“Local equipped area for play” ought to be
included as part of large housing
developments. Future housing
developments ought to include these
according to Local Plan policy R.3A, and to
bring into effect Local Plan policy R.3D of
Commuted Payments from developers of
small developments towards the provision
of such. The UDP says regarding the
proposed Church Farm housing
development that a children’s play area
shall be included, or a commuted sum
could be contributed by the developer
towards a site to address an existing need,
if a site has been identified.

In the event that the Chapel Field housing
project were not to proceed and the
designated area for recreation remain
unavailable, an alternative location should
be sought. In this respect consideration
has been given to incorporating this on the
playing field extension, but unlike those
older users who pay for the use of their
facilities, these users would undoubtedly
expect free use. This restricts those who
may provide and maintain these facilities to
those with access to public funds, one
reason why locating them on the playing
field was not proposed, another being that
this would not be a safe location too close
to sports fields with the risk of being hit by
stray balls.

The play area at Brookside is empty, and it
could be brought up to standard as a “Local
area for play”. If searching for alternative
“Local equipped area  for play”
consideration could be given at that time to
extending it by means of a footbridge over
the brook.

Wellington Parish Plan 2003 ©



Page

WELLINGTON PARISH PLAN 2003

Our Findings

An adventure playground was well supported, being
proposed for various locations: Wellington Mill (with
some objectors), Chapel Field and Orchard View as
well as a general issue. Likewise a play area was well
supported, being proposed at Watermill (with some
objectors) and as a general issue.

A skateboard park was well supported, being proposed
at Chapel Field (with some objectors), at Langford’s
(with some objectors) and as a general issue (with
some objectors). It is of note that this idea proposed by
the youth was well supported by adults, there being
more adult pins than youth pins at the Planning for
Real event. There were also comments that skate
boarding ought to be in a controlled environment and
not on the road, plus a suggestion that it was not
wanted and young people could go to use the skate
board park at Moreton.

The above points highlight the fact that there are few
community facilities for young persons. The next
housing development should address this need.

Wood, etc. A right of way as a footpath
along top of Adzor Bank has been claimed
based on past usage, with some evidence
that this used to be a bridleway, but not
considered adequate to obtain bridleway
status under the procedure that is currently
set. All these issues take time and perhaps
an awareness of the need is the initial
stage.

Our Findings

Although there was as much opposition as
support for the provision of a mountain bike
trail, only one location was suggested:
Langford’s Field.

Action:

Parish Council comments to development control
applications should ensure that all new housing
developments make provision for children’s’ play area.

Upgrade existing children’s play area to “Local area for
play” standard and add extra “Local Equipped Area for
Play”

Action:

Record a need for public rights of way of
higher status than footpath, so that the new
Local Access Forum may be aware and
address this question of bridleways which
are legally available for use by horse riders,
cyclists and walkers.

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL / BRIDLEWAYS

Background

The records show that a Parish Meeting held for the
purpose on 12/11/1951 provided information of several
routes with bridleway plus rights, endorsed by
Hereford Rural District Council meeting 16/8/1952, but
Herefordshire Council showed none on the draft
definitive map. Likewise, many footpaths that were put
forward by the Parish Meeting were not shown. The
Parish has not yet been informed that these changes
to its information were made, nor the reasons why,
hence no objections were made.

Recent changes in legislation do require the District
Council to set up a Local Access Forum, with this
obtaining publicity in the press since our Planning for
Real day. This Forum could be expected to address
this issue. Possible improvements could comprise
upgrading Clay Pit Lane, the lower path through The
Dingle at top the end of Bridge Lane, a path round the
new gravel pit lakes, extended access to Wellington
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OTHER ISSUES
Our Findings Action:

Several people supported an idea for a sailing club on
the new gravel pits with others mentioning that one
already existed at Bodenham. It is noticed that in
several issues requests are made for existing facilities
and attention may need to be paid to provision of
information, rather than provision of facility. Perhaps
this also highlights the fact that we have no rights of
access to these lakes, and that this ought to be
addressed, either concerning existing lakes or new
proposed lakes.

An idea for a keep fit class was well supported, along
with dancing.

Page

The Community Association to inform
community that it has agreed to make its
facilities available to those wishing to set
up activities at attractive start up rates,
including free use for initial investigative
meetings.

A list of contacts has already been
published in the Village Welcome
Magazine, in recognition of the need to
make this information available, and
consideration could be given to extending
this to cover facilities available in
neighbouring parishes.

Parish Council to initiate action to establish
rights of access to finished lakes at the
gravel pits.

16
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TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT

Wellington Marsh

Strong support for a speed reduction along the A49
through the Marsh, ideally to 40 mph. Another issue
with a lot of support is a pavement from the Marsh up
to the village entrance on the western side of the A49,
which would save the majority of pedestrians crossing
this busy trunk road twice.

Tarmac Entrance

The proposed entrance to the Tarmac
works is felt to be in a very dangerous
position, just after the end of the dual
carriage way and around a bend in the
road. There were a lot of questions
regarding whether the entrance in the
presently envisaged position should be
granted. The residents see the use of a
roundabout as the only safe way forward.

Action:

Contact Highways Agency to gain verdict
on all issues relating to the A49 and report
back to the residents.

Action:
Contact Highways Agency to gain verdict on all issues
relating to the A49 and report back to the residents.

Auberrow

In this area there is strong support for 30
mph speed limit through the area, and
linking up with the main village. The new
limit should run up to the Auberrow
crossroads.

Bridge Lane

There was support for improving the road surface and
for slowing down the traffic.

Action:
Parish Council to approach Herefordshire Council.
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Action:
Parish Council to contact Herefords.
Council Transport Dept

Entrance to Nursery

This location has been identified as an
accident black spot.

Action:

Contact Highways Agency to gain verdict
on all issues relating to the A49 and report
back to the residents.

Village Entrance

This location has been identified as an
accident black spot and therefore has
some support for a roundabout.

Action:

Contact Highways Agency to gain verdict
on all issues relating to the A49 and report
back to the residents.
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Main Village

Here we have strong support for

improving the road surface along the

length of the main road. There was

strong support for the pavement along

the main road to be on one side. There

was no conclusive support for traffic

calming in the village, but quite a few

comments from the survey favour this

measure. This issue is also raised in the

Crime and Safety section and comments

in the survey favour rumble strips to be

incorporated in the road surface in

various locations, i.e. school, shop, etc.

The suggestion of a 20mph speed limit

outside the school had strong support.

There is only weak support for additional bus shelters.
There is concern over the blind corner at the Vinery,
which could be improved by a mirror or by cutting the
hedge back.

Action:

Parish Council to contact Herefordshire Council
Transport Department regarding traffic calming
measures on main village road including 20mph speed
limit outside School.

Parish Council to talk to owner re: cutting back hedge
on blind corner opposite Vinery.
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Bottom of Dinmore Hill

This location has been identified as an
accident black spot. There is strong
support for the speed restriction of 50 mph
being continued to the bottom of the hill,
which is where it finished at the beginning
of the trial period. Another important and
almost historical issue in this area is the
current provision for overtaking in the
downhill direction. There is very strong
support for double white lines all the way
up Dinmore Hill allowing overtaking only on
the uphill two-lane side.

Action:

Contact Highways Agency to gain verdict
on all issues relating to the A49 and report
back to the residents.
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WORK, TRAINING and the LOCAL
ECONOMY.

Evening Classes

This was the main topic following the survey and
attracted the most discussion. This has in the past had
some success with areas such as Evening Art
Classes being catered for. Already, since the survey,
the community association have arranged morning,
afternoon and evening computer classes.

This is a demand led opportunity for the future,
which needs to be driven by the initiators with
help through the community association.
There is however observed concern that the
evening classes become things for retired
people - arranged by retired people for retired
people, - and we must not lose sight of this.
When deciding on what to run as evening
classes we should also look to see who can
attend and pricing structure should take into
consideration personal circumstances. Not
exclusively for those who can afford to attend.

The Community Association is currently
enabling computer classes to be provided by

Holme Lacy College. These are supported by

EU funding and targeted at rural businesses,
addressing accounting, advertising and e-mail internet
work. It is hoped that the Community Association will
support other providers to enhance the current
programme of activities in the Community Centre with
courses to meet the needs of other members of the
community.

The Hereford College (and Leominster) also has
extensive syllabus for evening classes, which can be
accessed and for Wellington is within easy reach.
Shared transport and co ordination once again is the
key to unlock this area.
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Action:

Further survey work is necessary to ensure
appropriate range of classes is being
provided. This is an area that the
Community Association committee need to
pick up as an agenda item through their
regular meetings with possibly someone
identified off the committee as point of
contact and coordinator.

Photocopier / Fax

These are available in the village already
(perhaps fax is a little outdated now). The
school, social club and football club have
most of these facilities. Once again it's
knowing who have these services to offer.
The school makes a small charge and
probably would benefit the most from this.

Action:

Ensure that residents are made aware of
the facilities already available and what
charges are levied against those services

Local Employment
Country Home & Garden Centre currently
offers employment to some local residents.

The former Moreton-on Lugg MoD depot is
allocated as a major employment site
within the county. Currently the 210 acre
site consists of a range of depot and office
buildings, open storage areas and
parkland. The site, which includes the
Davies Brooks soft drink manufacturing
premises, was acquired by a private sector
development company in 2001.
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Both Denco and Gelpack are taking space on the site.
A number of development proposals have already
been progressed and significant investment is
expected at the site over future years that will create
job opportunities for local people.

The re-development of the depot is controlled by
planning policy and a development brief prepared by
Herefordshire Council, and parts of the site will be
retained and managed for their nature conservation
and amenity value.

LETS Scheme
(Local Exchange Trading System)

There was a lot of confusion as to what this scheme
was and what it could actually do to benefit the
residents of Wellington. The scheme is predominantly
similar to the old barter system of exchanging services
rather than hard cash. It works by people stating what
skills they have and that is given a worth or a number
of credits e.g. 2 hours worth of ironing, 3 hours worth
of gardening, etc. Then people who register with the
scheme can exchange their trades and no money
needs to change hands.

There are many examples around the country which
shows that this can work very effectively in a small
community and the benefits are tremendous. The
Herefordshire Council has a Community Finance and
Enterprise Officer who can give guidance on how to
set this up.

Action:

Parish Council to pursue, with guidance, whether this
service would be beneficial to the residents of
Wellington.
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Local Scheme for Growing and
Selling Food

This is in place to some degree both
through the shop (selling eggs) and
informally through the net work in the
community. The shop may accommodate
regular supplies of local produce if
approached. Those who have an interest in
taking this forward need to through posting
of items in the notice boards, or better still
through the Welcome Magazine to gather
interest.

Several comments were logged suggesting
that if the community is working, as it
should be and used to be, then these type
of things are known.
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This Report has been submitted by the Youth of
the village, independently from any of the adult
research. Young people have attended our
Seering Committee meetings and have
conducted themselves with respect, following
the normal rules of democratic discussion. At
the Parish Council’s meeting in October a
large contingent gave an informative
presentation, including a video, showing the
lack of facilities for our young people. This
Report was written on behalf of 18 young
people, who attached the names of 5 adults who
have supported them to date.

Youth

I am writing to inform you of the events that have taken
place in Wellington Social Club every Friday since the
summer holidays. We have been holding a meeting
allowing us to have our say on what we would like in
our village. With the help of our two Council Workers,
Venetia and Debbie, we have discussed our views and
worked together as a group. We all play a part in
these meetings, such as myself, the Secretary and the
others consist of Chairman, Treasurer and vice
Chairman.

As from other Planning for Real meetings and events
such as on the 5/6th April 2003, this group formed a
meeting where everybody had a say about the village
and we have picked a few ideas we think would be
appropriate:

1. A Community Café (Internet)
2. A Chip Shop
3. Skate park

4. Youth Club

As you may have guessed the boys and some girls in
Wellington like the idea of a skate park and how this
would affect the people in the village, such as when
the boys get told off for playing in the roads or have to
go all the way to Moreton-on-Lugg for the nearest
place to skate.

We, as children, believe we have a right for
somewhere to play in the village that is safe and can
make sure that we are entertained.

We are writing to you to ask for your help in the form of
some funding, which could be used to help us to get
something up and running.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Alexandra Smith
Secretary

Chris Rust
Chairperson

If these young people can get enough
support from their parents and perhaps
other responsible adults, who could attend
their proposed Youth Club, maybe on a
rota basis, thereis a distinct possibility that
another Youth Club could be started.

There

is plenty of equipment at the

Community Centre and potential funding
available if a satisfactory adult support
base could be set up.

The Seering Committee were impressed by
the demeanour of the young people, but
they need some sympathetic adults to give
them some time

John Roberts,

Chair, Steering Committee

Action:

Youth Group need to secure
sufficient adult support to work with
a Youth Leader, who could then be
appointed to run a Youth Club.

Parents to approach Wellington
Charity Trustees (in writing) re
funding for a Youth Leader.

Clerk to Trustees :- Mrs. D. Thirtle
Leander, Bridge Lane,

Wellington HR4 8AY
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Jim Ellen (class teacher) and his class for making the model

John Palmer for putting all the material together and producing this attractive package which you now
read

Lisa Bedford, our Community Planning Worker for devoting many unsocial hours to help us

Mrs. McFarlane (Head teacher of Wellington School) for allowing her children to make the model for
Planning for Real, and providing a drop-off point for completed questionnaires.
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Representatives of all village groups for making presentations of their activities at Planning for Real

Residents who have attended at various meetings of the Steering Committee. Some thirty people who
have come receive Minutes of the meetings

Ross and Philippa at “The Wellington” for providing a drop-off point for completed questionnaires

Sarah Morgan and John Tandy for slogging round the Parish putting up posters advertising Planning for
Real

Sheila Roberts for writing up all the Minutes of our meetings

Stuart McFarlane for giving up space in his shop window for a piece of Planning for Real model and
posters, and providing a drop-off point for completed questionnaires.

Tracy Ricketts for the hours spent using her data handling skills to present the Planning for Real Data
and to prepare the Follow-up Survey

Venetia Bradbury for her work with the young people
Henry Elwell for his contribution based on his work on the Pembridge Parish Plan

Jill Ternouth for the loan of flags made for Marden’s Planning for Real

The 40% of you who took part by turning up or sending back, giving us your point of view.

It's back to jig saws and TV for me!

Cheers,
John Roberts, Chair, Wellington Parish Plan Steering Committee
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