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SHOBDON AND DISTRICT PARISH PLAN 
 
(Including Shobdon village, and the hamlets of Easthampton, Uphampton, Ledicot and     
part of Woodhouse.) 
This questionnaire is for adults aged 18years and above. If your household requires 
further copies, ring ANN 01568 708446 

 
A little about you 

 
    . Please tick which of the following describes you: 

 

SEX: Male     Female      
 

AGE: 16-24  25-29  30-44  45-59  60-74  Over 75 
       

Where in the par ish do you live? 
 

Shobdon Village  Easthampton  Uphampton  Ledicot Woodhouse 
 

How should the results of this survey be made known?  (Tick all that apply) 
 

By a public repor t  By a public meeting  By an information sheet to every house 
 
 
Other . Please specify:  
 
 
 
 

 
INDEX OF SUBJECTS IN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 

{Please complete the sections, which appeal to your interests}. 
 

EMPLOYMENT     Quest ions   1 to 3 
EDUCATION     Questions  4 to 7 
HEALTH &  SERVICES  Questions  8 to 15 
SHOPPING    Questions         16 to 21 
UTILITIES &  SERVICES  Quest ions         22 to 23 
ENVIRONMENT   Questions         24 to 32 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT   Questions         33 to 39 
VILLAGE COMMUNICATIONS Questions           40 to 45 
PLACES OF WORSHIP  Questions         46 to 48 
TRANSPORT    Questions         49 to 55 
BUSINESS QUESTIONNAIRE Questions         56 
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EMPLOYMENT 
1. Please tick the box which best descr ibes your  current situation: 

 A full time employee (over 30 hours)    Unwaged housewife/ husband 
 A part time employee (30 hours or less)   Retired 

Unemployed and available for work    Permanently sick/ disabled 
Self employed       Unpaid carer 
In full time education 
Other please specify 
 
 

 
2. I f you are actively seeking work, are there any barr iers that are preventing you from taking up 

employment, training or  study opportunities? (Please tick all that apply.) 
 

 Not applicable       Lack of access to transport 
 Lack of alternative care for adult dependent   Lack of suitable opportunities 
 Lack of childcare locally     Disability or ill health of some kind 
 Cost of child care locally     Lack of information / advice 
 I don’ t have the right type of experience   No barriers 

I don’ t have the right type of qualifications 
 Other. Please specify  
 
 
 

3.Which of the following should be encouraged in and around Shobdon? 
         YES  NO  No Opinion 
 
Retail Shops        
Tourism development / attractions 
Small business development 
Small-scale industrial workshops 
Other ways to create jobs: Please specify. 
 
 
 

 
EDUCATION 
 
Shobdon School is an essential part of Village Life. 
 
4.  Can you give any suggestions on improvements that can be made? 
 
 
 
5. Would any member  of your  family at the school use:      
         Yes  No 

 
An After school club 
 
A Holiday Play Scheme 
 
A Breakfast Club 
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Other suggestions 
 
 
6. Does Shobdon Need?     YES  No  No Opinion 
 
More registered childminders 
Youth Club 
Adult Evening Classes 
University for Third Age (U3A) 
Other suggestions Please Specify: 
 
 
 
If Adult evening classes were available would you be interested? YES  NO 
 
If Yes what type of class. 
Computer /IT    Art / Crafts   History 
 
Languages    Music / Choir  
 
Other suggestions. Please specify. 
 
 
 
 
 
7. EXTRA SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
How often do you use the village hall? Weekly 1/2times a month Seldom Never 
 
How do you rate the facilities in the Hall?  Good  Reasonable Poor  No Opinion 
 
Any additional facilities you would like to see? 
 
 
If available, would you support any of these activities? 
 
Adult Drama Club  Young Peoples Drama  Art  Music 
Rambling Club  University of Third Age  Choir  Whist 
Fun/Games evenings  Indoor Bowls    Boules 
 
Other suggestions: 
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8.HEALTH AND SERVICES 
 
Would you support a Doctors’  Surgery in the village? YES               NO           Maybe

  
 Would you support the Parishes’  own Community Wheels if organised?   YES  NO 

 
 If YES, what would you use it for? 
 Doctor’s appointments   Shopping  Hospital appointments 
 
 Hospital visiting   Opticians  Dentist 
 
 Other Please specify: 
 
 
 
 
 Children’s Health. 
 Do you use any of the following? 
 Sure Start Bus   Mothers and Toddlers   Playschool 
 Is there anything else you would like to see made available in the village? Please specify: 
 
 
 
 
 Senior  Citizens. 
 Do you use any of the following? 
 Sunshine Club   Pensions Bus    Age Concern Clubs 
 
 Is there anything else you would like to see in the village? Please specify: 
 
 
 
  

9. HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

For  the services, which you have used in the last year , which cover  
Shobdon, please indicate how you rate the service. 

     Good  Reasonable Poor  No Opinion 
 
Doctor 
District Nurse 
Health Visitor 
Home help 
 
Ambulance 
Maternity Care 
Chiropody 
Loan of medical equipment 
 
Meals on Wheels 
Counselling Services 
Physiotherapy services 
Shrop Doc 
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10. Where is your  doctor ’s surgery? 
 
 
11.Do you have difficulty in getting to the following? 
 
     Often  Occasionally  Never        Not applicable 
 
Hospital 
Doctor 
Chemist 
Chiropodist 
Optician 
Dentist 
Other medical facility 
 
12. Do you have problems collecting medicine on prescr iption?    YES  NO 
 
13. Do you have a disability, long-term illness or  infirmity?    YES  NO 
 
 
 
14. I f you have a disability, please indicate if any of the following are things that you would like to 
do, but are made more difficult because of it. 
 
      Not Affected  Slightly Difficult Very Difficult Impossible 
 
Shopping in the parish 
 
Catching a bus 
 
Using any of the facilities in the parish 
If so please specify which. 
 
 
15 Are there any other  comments you would like to make about the par ish and disability / long 
term illness? 
 
 
 
 
 

SHOPPING 
 
Shobdon Shop / Post office 
16. How often do you use the local shop and post office? 
 
   Daily  Weekly  Monthly   Less often  Never 
 
17 How do you rate the shopping facilities in the par ish? 
 
  Very Good  Good   Adequate  Poor  No opinion 
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18 I f you shop outside the par ish, is it because…? 
 
   Goods are cheaper    It is convenient to your place of work 
   You have more choice   Not applicable 
   It is easy to park 
   Other. Please specify: 
 
 
19. What would encourage you to use the local shop more? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20. How do you rate Shobdon par ish postal service? 
 
       Good  Fair  Poor  No opinion 
Location of post boxes 
Number of post boxes 
Number of deliveries 
Number of collections 
21. I f you use the local post office, what do you use them for? 
 
 Postal Services  Paying bills  Giro bank/savings certificates 
 
 Pensions/ allowances  Information leaflets 
 
 Other services. Please specify: 
 
 
 

UTILITIES AND SERVICES 
22.What do you think of the following in Shobdon Par ish? 
 
     Good   Reasonable  Poor  No Opinion 
Mains gas supply 
Mains water supply 
Mains electricity supply 
Refuse collection 
Winter weather service  
(Gritting, snow clearance) 
TV reception 
Radio reception 
Mobile phone coverage 
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GPO telephone 
 
23. Do you feel improvements could be made with any of the utilities? I f so, what? 
 
 

 
 
ENVIRONMENT 

24. Do you use the recycling facilities outside the par ish?       YES               NO 
 
25. Would you use a recycling centre in Shobdon if one were available?   YES            NO 
25a What would you recycle?  Paper   Glass  Cans  Plastic 
26. Are there places in the par ish where litter  is a problem?   YES  NO 
 
If “yes”  please specify where litter is a problem. 
 
 
27 Do you have flooding problems with sur face water  or  storm drainage? 
  
  Big problem   small problem  No problem 
 
 If so please specify where flooding is a problem 
 
 
 
28. Please specify any actions, which you think, would improve the environment in Shobdon 
parish. 
 
 
 
29. How often do you use the footpaths? 
 
  Weekly  Monthly  Less often  Never 
 
30. If you have experienced difficulties when using local footpaths and bridleways which, if 
any, of the following difficulties did you find? 
 
  No difficulty experienced   Farm animals’   High stiles 
  Crops across path    Mud/ water   Other users 
  Locked gates    Bushes/ nettles  Barbed wire 
  No signposts 
  Other, please specify. 
 
 
 
31 Do you have any comments about footpaths? 
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32 How strongly do you agree or disagree that the following should be done with the local 
roads, lanes and footpaths to make the countryside more attractive? 
 
      Strongly     Agree Neither agree      Disagree           Strongly 
      Agree   nor disagree                    disagree 
 
Remove litter 
Extra litterbins 
Erect dog loo bins 
Reduce light pollution 
Keep roadside verges mown & tidy 
Let roadside verges grow for wildlife 
Stop vehicle damage to road verges 
Signpost paths and bridleways 
Make paths accessible to those with  
Disabilities. 
Repair gates, stiles and bridges. 
Close some footpaths & bridleways 
Open more footpaths & Bridleways 
Remove unnecessary signposts 
Erect necessary sign posting to airfield 
Industrial estate 
Reduce Traffic 
Other, please specify and how important. 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
 
33. Do you think Shobdon parish has enough homes for the needs of the current population?                     
YES    NO    No opinion 
 
34. Do you think the mix of homes is right for the current population? 
    YES    NO   No opinion 
 
35. What kind of additional accommodation do you think is required? 
 
  None      Homes designed for people with disabilities 
  Homes for single people 

 (any age)        Sheltered housing 
Homes for couples/small families Homes to buy on the open market 
Homes for larger families  Affordable homes for people to buy or rent 
Homes for retired people   Executive homes 
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Other, please specify:   
 
 

36.Are you a young person (17-30) who might leave your current home to form a new     
household in the next 5 years? YES   NO   No opinion 
 
 
37. If you answered ”yes”  to the previous question, would you prefer to: 
 
   Stay in Shobdon parish 
   Leave the parish, but stay in Herefordshire 
   Leave Herefordshire 
   No opinion 
 
38. Do you think you might want or need sheltered housing in the next 5 years? 
  YES   NO     No opinion 
 
 
 
39. What is your opinion of the way that the planning system is implemented in Shobdon 
parish? 
      Totally Quite  Quite     Very 
      Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied     Dissatisfied 
 
By Shobdon Par ish Council 
 
By Herefordshire Council 
 
 
Note: at present the par ish councillors consider the applications, invite par ishioners to view the plans and 
comment. The par ish council then comments on the plans. The par ish council has no statutory powers, all of which 
lie with the Herefordshire Council. 
  
 

VILLAGE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
40. Do you think the amount of information available about what is going on in the parish is: 
  Good   Reasonable   Poor   No opinion 
 
41. How useful do you find the following for getting information about what is going on in the 
parish? 
     Very useful  Somewhat useful  Not useful 
 
 Parish Newsletter 
 Notice Boards 
 
42. What do you think about the way Shobdon parish council publicises its decisions? 
  Good   Reasonable         Poor   No opinion 
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43.Is the service provided by West Mercia Police…? 
  Good   Reasonable        Poor    No opinion 
 
43a  Would you use a village directory of local useful numbers?         Yes       No 
 
44. What do you think of Shobdon’s Neighbourhood Watch Scheme? 
  Good   Reasonable        Poor   No opinion 
 
45, Do you know the name of your local Neighbourhood Watch  coordinator? 
     YES  NO 
 

PLACES OF WORSHIP IN SHOBDON PARISH 
 
46. Are you an active member of any of the local places of worship? 
 
   Anglican Church  Chapel  None 
 Other, please specify: 
 
 
47. If you attend places of worship outside the parish is it because: 
 
   Service times better   Access problems locally 
   My religion/ denomination  
   not catered for.    Poor local information 
   Better facilities for children  Not applicable 
   Other, please specify: 
 
 
48. The church is an historical landmark in Shobdon. How might the larger parish community 
make better use of this asset? What additional activities and services might it be used for? 
 

 
 
 
 
TRANSPORT 

49. Public Transport: 
 Do you use the local Bus service?  YES  NO 
 
 Would you use the Bus service if it were more regular?  YES  NO 
  
 Would you be interested in participating in a “car share”  scheme if it was organised? 
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    YES   NO 
 
 
50. Private Transport: 
 Pavements/ Footpaths: 
 Would you like to see the pavements in the village improved or extended? YES      NO 
 If you have answered “yes”  where would you like this to take place? 
 
 
 
51 Roads 
 
Main road: 
Do you believe there is adequate parking in the village?  YES  NO 
 
Do you think that improvements to the junction between the main road and the road to Milton 
Cross would make the road safer?  YES             NO 
 
What improvement would you like to see take place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Side roads: 
Would you like to see the road through the Grove Estate blocked as a through road or traffic 
calming measures installed?  BLOCKED   CALMING MEASURES 
 
Do you believe there is a problem with through traffic using the Uphampton/Easthampton road? 
    YES   NO 
Do you believe there is a problem with through traffic using Ledicot Lane?    YES         NO 
 
Would you like to see the speed limits in the village extended?     YES        NO 
 
52 Cycles: 
 
Do you cycle in the village?    YES   NO 
 
Do you believe the village should be made more cycle friendly?     YES    NO 
 
If you answered “yes”  what would you suggest? 
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53 Industrial traffic: 
 
Do you agree that increased road usage is an acceptable consequence of better employment 
opportunities?   YES   NO 
 
Would you be willing to pay increased council tax to fund traffic reduction methods? 
     YES   NO 
 
Would you be willing to pay increased council tax for traffic improvements outside the village 
if it reduced the amount of traffic through the village?      YES   NO 
 
Would you like to see the hours the lorries can travel through the village restricted? 
     YES   NO 
 
Would you like to see the signage to Pembridge Industrial Estate improved?      YES  NO 
 
54 By – pass: 
Do you believe the parish should actively campaign for a bypass?  YES  NO 
 
Which of the following would you prefer? 
 
A Shobdon bypass  
A Pembridge bypass 
A Link road from Pembridge Industrial Estate. 
Restrict traffic through the village and let it find its own alternative route. 
 
None of the above: Please give your suggestions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
55 Maintenance: 
In your opinion is the road/ roadside maintenance acceptable?  YES    NO 
 
Would you like to see road/ roadside maintenance brought under the control of the Parish 
Council?     YES    NO    
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SHOBDON PARISH QUESTIONNAIRE 
RESULTS 

 
550 questionnaires were delivered to 350 households. The return resulted in a 41% of 
18+ age groups, which covered 64% of households. 
This was a total of 103 males and 124 females. 
The age groups returning the survey were: 
16-24 15 
25-29 6 
30-44 37 
45-59 82 
60-74 50 
75 & above 37 
176 questionnaires came from the village of Shobdon with 17 from Easthampton, 15 
from Uphampton, 8 from Ledicot, 6 from Woodhouse and 5 from 
Belgate/Downwood. 
Parishioners would like to see the results of the questionnaire in a variety of ways. 
Public report 15% 
Public meeting 20% 
Information sheet to every household. 78% 
Attachment to the Shobdon Newsletter, a copy in the village shop and a website, were 
additional suggestions. 
 
EMPLOYMENT: 
Of the 227 replies 23% are in full time employment,17% in part time employment, 
15% are self employed, 9% unwaged housewife/husbands,29% retired and 7% 
unemployed, permanently sick or unpaid carers. 
8% of replies quoted barriers to obtaining work as lack of and cost of local childcare 
(5), not having the correct experience or qualifications (4), lack of transport (4), lack 
of suitable advice and opportunities (3), and disability and ill health (3). Whilst 92% 
found the question not applicable. 
 
WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED IN AND AROUND 
SHOBDON resulted in the following: 

Retail shops    23% for  27% 
against 

Tourism development/ Attractions 44% for 12% against  
Small business development  55% for 14% against 
Small scale industrial workshops 36% for  16% against 
Other suggestions were a village tearoom & toilets. Open airfield café to outsiders and 
improve it. Move visitors centre into village and encourage a craft shop. 
 
EDUCATION: 88 parishioners answered this part of the questionnaire. 
Shobdon School in an essential part of village life, suggestions for improvement 
included a zebra crossing; the use of the playground/ playing field after school hours 
for the children; construct a tennis court for the village to use after school hours; after 
school sports coaching for the children; listen to parents more and encourage them to 
“drop in”  to school; school extension; soundproof the doors between the Community 
Hall and the School Hall; better parking facilities for parents and pre-school nursery. 
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When asked if any member of the family would use the following, the results were: 
After school club:  23 for  60 against     
A holiday play scheme 29 for  56 against 
A breakfast club  10 for  65 against 

 
Other suggestions were evening classes and a Youth club. 

 
Does Shobdon need… 
More registered childminders  18 for   5 against 
Youth Club    99 for  6 against 
Adult evening classes            104 for  7 against 
U3A     23 for   7 against 
 
Other suggestions included: A mobile fish and chip shop; keep fit club; village pub 
(not just an eating place); nightclub. 
 
170 parishioners answered the following: 
If adult evening classes were available 104 would be interested and 66 not interested. 
71 would support computer/IT sessions, 48 languages, 57 Art/crafts, 16 music and 29 
history.  
Other suggestions included drama, carpentry, metalwork, building, horticulture, 
cooking, dancing of all description, Pilates, keep fit, floristry, needlework and 
science. 
 
EXTRA SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
14 parishioners use the village hall weekly, once or twice a month by 26, seldom130, 
and 45 have never used the hall. 
Of those who have used the hall 103 rate the facilities as good, 37 as reasonable and 
17 as poor. 
Additional facilities suggestions include upgrading the kitchen to include a fridge and 
microwave, a baby changing room, a stage with film/video projection facilities, better 
lighting and more comfortable chairs. Sound proofing between the halls and the hall 
and kitchen. Extend the community room or build a new hall somewhere else. 
If available parishioners would support the following: 
Adult drama club  15   Art   27 
Rambling club   34    Indoor bowls  50 
Fun/Games evenings  41    Choir   13 
Young peoples drama  11   Boules   16 
Music    38   U3A   13 
Whist    16  
 
Other suggestions include regular dances (not disco), Keep fit, aerobics, slimming 
world, films, salsa, dancing classes, astronomy, evening classes. 
 
HEALTH & SERVICES 
158 would support a Doctors Surgery in the Village, 7 would not and 45 maybe. 
A Parish Community Wheels would receive support from 94 with 82 against.  
Of the 94 that supported community wheels the results for usage were as follows: 
Doctors appointments   47 
Shopping    24 



 , � � � � � � � � �

Hospital appointments /visiting 83 
Opticians    16 
Dentist     26 
Other suggestions were railway station (1); going to the pub (1);  
 
CHILDREN’S HEALTH 
The Sure Start Bus is used by 5, Mothers & Toddlers 5 and Playschool 3.It was also 
requested that a properly run Nursery / playschool, a proper play area and something 
for older children be made available. 
 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
Sunshine Club is used by 14, pension bus 5 and Age Concern Clubs by 6.  
Other things people would like to see in the village were keep fit (1); Leisure Centre 
(1) 
 
HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES 
How do you rate any services you used in the last year? 
   Good  Reasonable Poor  No Opinion 
 
Doctor   110  30  7  19 
District Nurse  35  5  1  38 
Health Visitor  10  3  2  46 
Home Help  3  1    46 
Ambulance  21  5  1  37 
Maternity care  6  2  2  45 
Chiropody  3  1  4  42 
Loan of medical equip4  0  1  43 
Meals on Wheels 1  0  1  44 
Counselling Service 4  0  2  45 
Physio   7  1  2  41 
Shrop Doc  13  7  14  31 

 
115 attend surgery in Kingsland, 63 in Pembridge and 41 at other surgeries in the 
area. 
Difficulty in attending hospital, doctor, chemist, chiropodist, optician and dentist was 
experienced often by 42 and occasionally by 88.With 25 parishioners having 
difficulty in collecting medicine/prescriptions. 
45 parishioners have a disability or long term illness, of these 8 find it difficult 
shopping in the parish, 13 catching a bus and 2 using parish facilities. 
 
SHOPPING 
Shobdon P.O. and stores 
86 use it daily, 110 weekly, 15 monthly and 13 less often with only 3 who have never 
used the facility. 
58 rate the shopping facilities as very good, 106 good, 47 adequate and 7 as poor. 
Reasons parishioners shop outside the parish were given as: Goods are cheaper (139), 
you have more choice (153), easier to park (24) and it’s convenient to place of work 
(13).  
84% of parishioners who answered said they would use the shop P.O. more if a 
selection of local grown fruit and vegetables were available, a wider choice of goods 
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with cheaper prices and an organic range. Use of the post office could be increased it 
parishioners were able to tax their vehicles here. A coffee shop where parishioners 
could meet came from a 20% response. 
 
Shobdon Parish Postal Service:  Good  Fair  Poor 
Location of post boxes   149  42  18 
Number of post boxes    102  58  24 
Number of deliveries    116  70  17 
Number of collections    108  59  10  
 
Parishioners using the local post office facilities are: 
Postal service (181); paying bills (101); Giro Bank & saving certificates (21); 
Pensions & Allowances (54) and information leaflets (26). 
 
UTILITIES AND SERVICES 
     Good     Reasonable Poor  No 
                  Opinion 
 
Mains Gas   120  14  5  58 
Mains Water   123  47  20  13 
Mains Electricity  138  62  9  6 
Refuse Collection  127  58  14  5 
Winter Weather Service   51  82  47  17 
TV Reception   111  64  26  1 
Radio Reception    93  71  30  1 
Mobile Phone     56  65  51  21 
GPO Telephone  102  58  16  25 
 
Improvements to facilities include: 
The introduction of Broadband (44), Gas installation to Woodhouse area (2) Mains 
water installation to Easthampton/Uphampton (4) and a better water quality with no 
chlorine taste (2) 
Re-cycling collection (5)  
 
ENVIRONMENT 
168 parishioners use  recycling facilities outside the parish and 59 don’ t bother. 
If we had a local recycling centre 208 parishioners would use it, whereas just 15 
would not. 
 
Items recycled would include paper 193, glass 173,cans 181, and plastic 170 
41 suggested litter is a problem with 33 not seeing a problem. The places, which 
could be cleaned out, are: Bar Meadow play area; Road to airfield; Road from village 
to Birches; Verges of the brook to Bateman; Grove and play area; Hanbury Green; 
outside the school; Village to Mortimer’s Cross; Arches; Village Shop area; Village 
Notice Board; Most gateways; Dog fouling everywhere; 
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7 parishioners experience a severe problem with surface water / drainage and 13 find 
it a small problem. The areas most affected are blocked drains by Newel Tryst, 
Ledicot Lane, and The Grove Estate. The main pipe in Corbett Farms orchard blocks 
up and raw sewerage backs up through manholes at Bar Meadow and down 
Pembridge road. Surface water at Easthampton is also a problem. 
 
Actions which would improve the environment included: street lamps on the Grove 
Estate; speed cameras; the Bateman Arms becoming the heart of the village again; 
enforce the law re garden bonfires; control crop spraying; close all chicken factories; 
more litter/ dog mess bins through village; re-cycling facilities 
 
FOOTPATHS 
65 parishioners regularly use the footpaths weekly with 40 using them monthly. 93 
use them occasionally and 61 never walk them. 
60 experience no difficulty whilst 7 found crops across their path, 10 locked gates, 15 
would like more signposts, 4 farm animals and 30 found mud and water a problem 
along with bushes and nettle (60) high stiles and barbed wire deterred 26 other 
parishioners. An electric fence across the path should only be a seasonal problem. 
Stiles prove a problem with dogs. 
Parishioners were asked their opinion of the following;    

    No 
Agree  Disagree Opinion 

 
Remove litter     178    2 
Extra litter bins    156    14 
Erect Dog Poo bins    158  2  17 
Reduce light pollution    61  9  32 
Keep roadside verges mown and tidy  131  6  8 
Let verges grow for wildlife   26  35  22 
Page 5 
Stop vehicle damage to road verges  76  2  20 
Signpost paths and bridleways  73  1  17 
Make paths accessible to disabled  81  1  27 
Repair gates stiles and bridges  84  1  16 
Close some footpaths    8  45  34 
Open more footpaths    39  8  42 
Remove unnecessary signposts  44  5  37 
Erect necessary signposts to  

airfield industrial estate  69  6  28 
Reduce traffic     151  3  22 
 
Other suggestions important to parishioners were: Safe crossing from Moor Meadow 
to shop/ playground; protective barriers along narrowest part of pavement 
 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
Do you think Shobdon has enough homes for the needs of the current population? 
Gave a response of 80 agreeing 74 disagree and 56 had no opinion on the subject. 
112 thought the mix of homes right for the current population with 46 disagreeing and 
56 of no opinion. 
When asked what kind of additional accommodation ids required the answers were:  
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None (35) 
Homes for single people of any age (60)   Homes designed for people with 
disabilities (26) 
Homes for couples/ small families (75)  Sheltered housing (5) 
Homes for larger families (11)    Homes to buy on the open market 
(35 
Affordable homes for people to buy or rent (100) Homes for retired people (14) 
Executive homes (4)  
Other requests were land to build own home and privately owned retirement 
bungalows. 
 
23 young people aged17-30 may form a new household within the next 5 years { 84 
staying at home and 13 undecided} . Of those going 12 would prefer to stay in the 
parish, 8 leaving the parish but staying in Herefordshire and 5 moving away entirely. 
7 parishioners thought they might need sheltered housing within the next five years. 
 
Parishioner’s opinion on the way Planning is implemented in Shobdon parish resulted 
in: 
38 totally satisfied, 147 quite satisfied and 19 dissatisfied with Shobdon Parish 
Council. 
14 totally satisfied, 95 quite satisfied and 54 dissatisfied with Herefordshire Council. 
  
 
VILLAGE COMMUNICATIONS 
68 people thought the amount of information available about what was going on in the 
parish was good, 118 thought it were reasonable, but 34 thought it was poor, 6 people 
had no opinion. 
This was broken down into the following information: 
   Very useful  somewhat useful  not useful 
Parish Newsletter 168    49    12 
Notice Boards   83    97    25 
 
37 people considered the way Shobdon Parish Council publicises its decisions good, 
119 reasonable, 42 poor and 47 people registered no opinion. 
Services provided by West Mercia Police: good (27} , reasonable (89), poor (66) and 
40 had no opinion. 186 said they would use a village directory of local useful 
numbers, 31 would not. 
Shobdon Neighbourhood Watch was good (28), reasonable (77), poor (48) and 65 no 
opinion.  Out of those that voted 73 knew the name of their neighbourhood watch co-
ordinator (146 not)  
 
PLACES OF WORSHIP 
146 people are not active members of any of the local places of worship, with 42 
members of the Anglican Church, 3 members of the chapel and 4 other places of 
worship. 
Of people that worship outside the parish, their reasons vary from better service times 
(4); my religion not catered for (3); better facilities for children (3); access problems 
locally (4); poor local information (6) and other (1). 51 people felt it was not 
applicable to them. 
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There were a variety of comments around how the parish might make better use of the 
church. The majority of people felt it should be used as a church, but involve village 
people, especially the children, by introducing musical events of all sorts, plays, 
Christmas Events / Services, choir and a Sunday Club. The main drawback identified 
was the distance of the church from the village. 
 
TRANSPORT 
BUS: 26 parishioners regularly use the local bus service whilst this would increase to 
46 if the service were more regular. 
CAR SHARE SCHEME: 34 parishioners expressed an interest in forming a local car 
share scheme. 
FOOTPATHS: 96 parishioners would like to see footpaths extended with 68 against. 
Places to extend are memorial to cemetery (33); Bateman to bridge (12); Shop to 
school (9); Pembridge junction to top of airfield road (8); Grove (5) 
PARKING: 131 think village parking is adequate with 66 disagreeing. 
ROADS: 120 thought the junction at the Pembridge turn needs improvement, but 56 
do not believe there is a problem. Suggested improvements are a roundabout (31) a 
crossing (8) widen/ realign the junction with traffic lights (2). 140 would like to see 
the signage to Pembridge Industrial Estate improved with 35 wanting no change. 
105 agreed that increased road usage is an acceptable consequence of better 
employment, whilst 83 thought not. 44 parishioners were willing to pay more council 
tax to fund traffic reduction methods, 158 do not want to see any increase. Traffic 
improvements outside the village resulted in 61 agreeing to pay more council tax with 
134 against an increase.  
At the proposal to restrict the hours lorries can travel through the village 135 would 
like to see it implemented with 53 voting against the proposal. The main reason given 
would be the increase in noise at the start of proposed times. 106 believe the parish 
should actively campaign for a bypass, with 77 against. Of those agreeing 52 voted 
for a Shobdon Bypass, 29 for a Pembridge Bypass, 95 for a Pembridge Industrial 
Estate link road and 25 felt that we restrict the traffic through the village and let it find 
its own route. 
110 say road maintenance is acceptable with 87 against and 128 would like Shobdon 
Parish Council to undertake the control of roadside maintenance with 54 against the 
idea.  
Traffic calming through the Grove resulted in 24 wanting it blocked and 93 
advocating traffic calming measures 
EASTHAMPTON/UPHAMPTON TRAFFIC. There is a problem (44); No problem 
(115) 
LEDICOT LANE: There is a problem (39): No problem (112) 
SPEED LIMIT: 100 parishioners would like to see the speed limit extended with 99 
against. 
CYCLING:  48 regularly use their bike with 148 not. Shobdon should become more 
cycle friendly say 87 whilst 67 were against. Suggestions included cycle lanes (10) 
slow traffic down (9) and a cycle rack at the village shop (6). 
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Shobdon Parish Plan Youth Survey August/September 2004 
 
This questionnaire is for young people aged 11-18 years old.  Please answer 
the questions honestly, all your opinions are confidential.  This is your 
chance to have a say on the way Shobdon develops over the next 10 years 
and the Parish Council would like to thank you for your feedback. 
 
1. Are you a: 
Boy        Girl 
 
2. How old are you? 
11-12         13-14        15-16         17-18 
 
3.   Are you: 
At School? 
At College? 
Employed full-time? 
Employed part-time? 
Unemployed? 
On New Deal Scheme? 
A Modern Apprentice? 
Other? Please specify: 
 
4.  What do you do in your spare time? (Please tick all of the things that you 
do) 
Sports 
Church activities 
Fishing 
Skateboarding 
BMX/Biking 
Go to a club, e.g. Scouts/Guides, football, etc. 
Play computer games 
Watch TV 
Visit friends/have friends around to my house 
Meet with friends in the village 
Other, Please specify 
 
5.  Do you travel to any of the following towns for leisure activities? (Please 
tick all that apply) 
Hereford 
Leominster 
Presteigne 
Kington 
Knighton 
Other, please specify 
 
6.  If you do travel to any of the towns, how do you get there?  (Please tick all 
that apply) 
Bike 
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Bus 
Walk 
Lift from parent 
Lift from other family members 
Lift from friends 
Other, please specify 
 
7.Why do you go to these towns? 
School 
College 
Work 
Shopping 
Meet friends 
Sports 
Other, please specify 
 
8. Do any of the following cause you a problem or worry you? (Please tick all 
that are relevant) 
 
Future employment 
Litter 
Dogs and dog mess 
Being bullied by young people 
Being bullied by adults 
Poor street lighting 
Being bored/having nothing to do 
Traffic/speeding cars 
School and college exams 
School work 
Home work 
Health services 
Housing costs 
Other, please specify 
 
9.  What do you think would make Shobdon a better place to live in? 
(Please tick all that are relevant) 
More activities for young people 
Being able to use the Community Rooms 
Having young people involved in the Parish Council 
More frequent/cheaper transport to local towns 
More sports facilities 
A youth club 
A meeting place for young people 
Other, please specify 
 
10. What do you like best about Shobdon? 
 
 
 
11.  What do you dislike most about Shobdon? 
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12.  What would make you want to live in the village when you are an adult? 
 
 
13.   Any other comments? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire.  Please return 
it by 5TH. SEPTEMBER in the envelope with the adult survey.  Or use 
another envelope and leave it in the box at the Village Shop or the Birches 
Garage or send to: 
5, the Birches, Shobdon, Leominster, HR6 9NG 
 
£100 Lucky Questionnaire Prize!  Detach the number at the bottom of this 
page and KEEP IT SAFE (you will need to produce it to claim the prize).  The 
Lucky Number will be drawn at 4.00pm at the Open Day at Shobdon Village 
Hall on 12th. September, 2004. 
 
Questionnaire Number: 
 
 
Detach here --------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
                      Questionnaire Number (lucky questionnaire draw): 
 
 
Shobdon Parish Plan      Shobdon Parish Plan 
     Survey             Survey 

 
�
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YOUTH SURVEY - Shobdon Parish plan, 2004 
 
20 Questionnaires were returned out of 77 delivered, 8 boys, 11 girls:    six  
11-12 year olds;  eight  13-14 years olds and six  15-16 years  (18 year old 
could complete the adult survay, no 17 year olds responded) 
 
14 were at school, with 2 at College and 2 modern apprentices.  4 of them 
also had part-time jobs. 
 
Question 4.  Spare time activities include:  friendship came out highest of all 
in their priorities: all of them visit friends or have friends to their own homes 
and 14 meet friends in the village.  17 watch TV; 12 enjoy BMX/Biking;  11 
enjoy sports;  10 play computer games.  3 enjoy fishing, 3, skateboarding  and 
3, going to a club.  None of them ticked Church related activities.  Other 
interests included paper round, going shooting, 2 mentioned shopping and 
one young person is a volunteer on 2 steam railways. 
 
5.  Travelling for leisure: 13 to Hereford; 12 to Leominster; 8 to Presteigne; 6 
to Ludlow; 4 to Wigmore and 1 each to Byton, Craven Arms and Pembridge.  
Nobody ticked Kington or Knighton. 
 
6.  Means of travel:  18 get lifts from parents; 10, lifts from friends;  9 use the 
bus;  7 lifts from other family members; 3 use their bike; 3 use trains and 1 
walks.   
 
7.  Reason for travel:  16 for shopping; 13 for sports; 11 to meet friends; 3 for 
College; 2 to swim; 2 for the cinema; and 1 for work; 1 for parties (clubbing) 
and 1 for the gym.            (3 ticked for school, which may mean travel other 
than by school bus). 
 
8.   Main Concerns:  13 ticked "being bored and having nothing to do".  11 
said traffic and speeding cars.  7: school and college exams with 7 also 
concerned about homework and 5, schoolwork in general.    6: litter.    6: 
future employment.  5: poor street lighting.  4: housing costs.  4: dogs and 
dogmess.   None of them worried about being bullied by young people but 
one person ticked "being bullied by adults".  1 young person is concerned 
about health services. 
 
9.  MAKING Shobdon a BETTER place to live in:  18 out of 20 ticked that 
they would like "more activities for young people".  12 wanted more sports 
facilities; 10 a Youth Club; 9 more frequent cheaper transport to towns and 9 
"a meeting place for young people".  7 thought it would be good to have 
young people involved in the Parish Council and 6 if people were able to use 
the Community rooms more.  The other ideas were: a skate park;  a better 
park;   a mobile fish and chips van;  a shopping mall; a Street Dance class. 
 
10.  What they LIKE BEST about Shobdon is:  FRIENDLINESS:  "A lovely 
community to live in"  Friendly people;  friendly.  Friends.  "Familiar (everyone 
knows eachother)".  The people that live in Shobdon.  Friendly locals.  Local 
community and friends.   
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 COUNTRYSIDE:   the woods, fields and fishing pools.   
 the woods. Peace and quiet.  Fresh air. "Theres places to ride your bikes".  "I 
like the countryside and views" The woods up at Easthampton.  "Open, 
spaced out country feel"   
FACILITIES:  The shop; the Arches; the Church.  The shop".  Good shop.  
The shop.  The riding stables. 
GENERAL: That it is "a small village - not a town or a city.  Village dances.  
"Less crime than in towns".  It's easy to get to and from.   
 
11.  What they DISLIKE:  BOREDOM:  "Not a lot to do; no youth club; no 
sports facilities. "  "Not much to do".  "It's a bit isolated from anywhere with 
something to do and the buses are expensive (especially for young people 
without jobs) and unreliable." "Nothing to get involved with like clubs".   "It's 
small, boring, too many old people. There's no where to go or nothing ever to 
do"  "Poor park."  "Nothing to do; can't get Broadband".  "(don't like) certain 
people. Nothing to do". "Not enough activities for young people." "Lack of 
activities and lack of transport"  
TRAFFIC: The amount of traffic, especially lorries.  Lorries almost knocking 
you when you are on the pavement.   Traffic. "The big road cutting through the 
village" "Traffic speeding through Shobdon" "Too many lorries" 
GENERAL:   "Lack of community spirit between people".  "Derelict houses on 
the Grove".  "I dislike the young vandals".  "Everything"  Gangs.   
 
12.  "What would make you want to live here as an adult?"   
FAMILY?FRIENDS: friendlier people; ;  knowing lots of people and quiet 
village;  family in the village;  "my parents can help as I would not be too far 
away";   "to be close to family and friends and for the reasons I like Shobdon" 
(ie - as above, fresh air, less crime, friendly, etc);   "it's a good place for 
children to grow up in"; ROADS:  "the roads are quite good to travel to and 
from work";  not as much traffic;  
HOUSING: "if there were houses with character and a big garden";  houses 
that i could afford;  nice houses.  better housing 
GENERAL: Good services;  the countryside; things for children to do;  good 
local pub;   "?";   loads of stuff in it;  pub, shop, etc.;  nothing; not sure;   more 
leisure activities and things to do. 
 
OTHER COMMENTS:   
TRAFFIC:  "I think the speed limit should be reduced all through the village 
and 20 mph past the School".   "I think action should be taken to stop lorries 
coming through the village". 
LITTER: "More bins, eg in the park by the shop and by the bus stop - instead 
of plastic bags". 
TRANSPORT:   Better transport needs to be provided for young people to get 
about. 
"FACILITIES: "The park in the village could be improved." 
"Shobdon should have better activities for younger children, but should have it 
more restricted because some people vandalise, eg tennis courts, but with 
fencing, so when they are closed, people cannot get in"  
"There should be public tennis courts." 
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