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INTRODUCTION 

This Parish Plan of Marden is the culmination of the findings of the Countryside Agency question-
naire which was required to canvas the residents for their point of view on all aspects of village 
life. Marden Parish Council formed a Steering Committee in 2001 to initially prepare the "Marden 
Village Design Statement. These studies were later expanded by Parliament to cover the "Parish 
Plan". In order to meet those additional consultation plans a Parish Plan Steering Group was estab-
lished in late 2002. 
 
The Parish Plan Steering Group then developed and delivered a comprehensive questionnaire to 
every home, followed by a � �� � � �� � �� 	 
 �� � � �
 ��‘Open Day' to discuss the findings of the ques-
tionnaire. This also featured a parish model constructed with assistance from the village primary 
school children. 
 
The plan is about what you think, and what you want. It's about giving everyone the chance to have 
their say and share ideas, and then coming up with ways to make these things actually happen. 
 
All of the issues covered in the plan were raised in several surveys carried out among various 
groups in the Parish - including businesses, farmers, churches, young people and the whole of the 
Parish Electoral Roll. They are the issues you chose : the areas where you wanted to see things 
happen. 
 
This plan is full of ideas as well as basic facts. It's meant to get you thinking. All we ask is that you 
read it through, and if you can find just one thing you can do, then why not get involved in making 
it happen? 
 
All of the issues included in the plan are things that concern people in the parish. It goes without 
saying that the Parish Council will do everything in its power to work in these areas. 
 
So what's the point of this plan…  
 
This plan doesn't have all the right answers, but it’s a step in the right direction. It's a chance for 
anyone who wants to get involved in local issues to start making a difference. 
 

� �

Reproduced by kind permission of Ordnance Survey Mapping with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office. 
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In 2001 the Marden Parish Council responded to a nation-wide scheme Sponsored 
by the 'The Countryside Agency' for the preparation of a Marden Village Design 
Statement (VDS). All the residents of the Parish were canvassed by questionnaire on 
any factors that could be forwarded as guidance to the County Planners when con-
sidering the future development of the Parish. An 'Open Day' was held to which all 
parishioners were invited where the purpose of the VDS was explained and to which 
parishioners were asked to bring any information or photographs relating to their 
village. A 'Quiz' identifying village features was included for the children. Those at-
tending the Open Day were encouraged to walk the Parish noting and photograph-
ing any good or bad points. Following this Open Day a talk on  'The Old Houses of 
the area' was held. 
 
Parliament then expanded (in 2002) the scope of these studies to 'total parish' con-
sultations under the 'Unitary Development Plans' (UDP). The initial VDS group was 
expanded into a 'Parish Plan' Steering Group and a more comprehensive question-
naire was circulated to every home in the Parish and was followed by a � �� � � �� � � � 	 
 �
� � � �
 � � Open Day. This Open Day featured a Parish model constructed with assis-
tance from the village primary school children. 
 
To keep the residents involved and interested in the Parish Plan a Quiz Evening was 
held followed at a later date with an evening talk on 'The Search for Offa's Palace'. 
In addition regular updates have been included in the Parish News and Views paper. 
 
The high and valued response from the Parishioners throughout this long investiga-
tion has been most rewarding. 
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