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A. Introduction
What is a Parish Plan?

A Parish Plan gives everyone in the community an opportunity to say what
they think about the issues affecting the Parish and how they would like to see
things change in the future.

Producing Parish Plans is part of the national policy of giving more power to
Parish Councils to decide what is best for their own communities. The
process of producing this plan has been funded by the Countryside Agency as
part of its “Vital Villages” scheme. The Countryside Agency wants all sections
of the community to join together to decide what they want to happen locally
and then work with the right organisations to get things done.

Parish Plans can cover everything that is relevant for the people who live and
work in the community. They set out the improvements people would like to
see over the next few years. They have the potential to influence the actions
of a wide range of organisations, as well as setting out a programme of future
actions by the Parish Council itself.

Why we produced our Parish Plan

The Parish Plan sets out in one place all the things that are special about
Breinton and important to parishioners — its history, its landscape and
environment, the local services and facilities. We produced the Plan to help
preserve this distinctive character and to ensure that development and
change make a positive contribution to the Parish’s future.

The Parish Plan will guide the Parish Council when it represents the views of
parishioners and states the needs of the Parish to external organisations. In
particular, we believe that the Plan will give Breinton a voice and influence
with Herefordshire Council and the Herefordshire Partnership in the following
areas:

Herefordshire Council produces the Unitary Development Plan
and decides individual planning applications. The Council has
agreed to the principle of adopting the planning components of
Parish Plans as Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) to the
(emerging) Unitary Development Plan. This means that, once
adopted by Herefordshire Council as SPG, the Parish Plan will
influence planning decisions in the Parish, including the
determination of planning applications.

The Government is introducing a new local planning system,
replacing UDPs with Local Development Frameworks. When
Herefordshire Council produces its first Local Development
Framework, Parish Plans will provide an important source of
local information and opinion.



The Herefordshire Partnership has drawn up the Community
Strategy: The Herefordshire Plan. This provides a framework
for local groups to plan their work, a focus for other plans and a
reference point for local people to measure progress. It
identifies ten ambitions for the services provided by the different
public, private and voluntary sector organisations in the area
and makes links between them to improve service delivery. Ten
Ambition Groups meet to work towards each of the ambitions.

The Plan will help the Parish Council when it is making decisions about
services and developments that will affect the Parish. In some cases the
Parish Council will be responding to proposals coming from local people or
external organisations, but the research and discussion that has taken place
during the Parish planning process has allowed us to identify things that local
people can tackle themselves. We have set these out in the Action Plan, the
most important part of our document. We list a number of actions and for
each action we explain why it is needed, how it will be carried out, who will be
responsible and when it will be taken forward.

The Parish Council itself will be responsible for many of the actions in the
Action Plan. It may be possible to involve some voluntary sector organisations
such as Herefordshire Voluntary Action and Community First to assist in
making progress with some of the activities.

Producing the Plan has been a great opportunity for local people to work
together contributing views, skills, energy and experience. People who are
not usually involved in Parish affairs have taken part. Young people have
come forward with their thoughts about what is needed. Producing the Plan
has been a great way of bringing people together; it has helped build
community spirit; we aim to keep up the process as we carry out the Action
Plan.

How we produced the Plan

The Countryside Agency has for some time been promoting the benefits to
Parishes of producing Parish Plans. Breinton Parish Council recognised the
importance of the opportunity and obtained a Parish Plans Grant from the
Countryside Agency’s “Vital Villages” scheme in March 2002 towards the cost
of drawing up the Parish Plan. The Parish Council held an open meeting and
established the Parish Plan Steering Group.

The Parish Plan Steering Group and Working Groups were set up to identify
the issues and agree on the content of the questionnaire. Regular Steering
Group meetings have been held, advertised on notice boards and in the local
press.



The Steering Group organized four methods of consultation. Stretton Sugwas
Primary School pupils produced a Parish Map; the map and questionnaires
were used to open up discussions at the Breinton Fete in July 2002; a
questionnaire survey was circulated to all adults in the Parish in July 2003;
and an evening event was held in the Village Hall in December 2003 as a
follow up to the questionnaire.

We sent out approximately 715 copies of the questionnaire to all adults in the
Parish. A total of 192 responses were returned, representing a return rate of
27%. The Parish has a total population of 776 residents of all ages. The
analysis of the information was presented in a report “Breinton Parish Plan
Questionnaire” which is available as a separate document.

The draft Parish Plan was produced by the Steering Group in the winter of
2004-2005, based on the information provided through the survey research,
consultations and community participation. The Parish Council formally
accepted the Parish Plan at its meeting on March 16th, 2005. The County
Steering Group and Herefordshire Council have been consulted on the Plan’s
content.

Every household in the Parish will receive a Parish Plan Summary setting out
in leaflet form the main action points. The complete document is available to
local residents via the Parish Council.



Finger Post, Warham Court
on the Wye Valley Walk

The Village Hall, Breinton
Queen’s Golden Jubilee 2002

View towards Hereford
from riverside walk



B. Our Parish

Location & history

The Parish of Breinton lies immediately to the west of the City of Hereford.
The Parish is rectangular in shape, extending roughly four miles from east to
west and two miles from north to south. Most of the Parish is bounded to the
south by the River Wye and to the north by the A438 Hereford to Brecon road.

The Parish contains three small hamlets, Lower Breinton and Warham, Upper
Breinton and Breinton Common. A large proportion of the population of the
Parish lives in a stretch of ribbon development along the A438 King's Acre
Road.

The name Breinton is a modernised form of Bruntune, which means a
settlement near a flowing stream. Much of Breinton remains as a green oasis,
where countryside runs close to the centre of Hereford.

“Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office: Crown copyright. Not to scale”.



Population and employment

The Parish had a population of 776 residents at the time of the 2001 Census
of Population and covers an area of 668 hectares. Its population density of
0.86 persons per hectare is close to the county average.

The Census showed that 16.9% of households do not have the use of a car or
van compared to the county average of 18%.

Traditionally the Parish is a farming area and most employment within the
Parish is still in agriculture. The only employer of any size in the Parish is
Wyevale Garden Centre, a major horticultural business that operates
nationally. There are no factories in the Parish.

Services and activities
The Parish has a Parish Church, St Michael’s, and a Village Hall.

The Village Hall is a registered charitable trust, administered by a Village Hall
Committee. It is used by the following groups:

Weekly:
Brazilian Dancing
Gilbert and Sullivan Society
Yoga for the Technical College
Breinton Bowls Club
Ladies’ Exercise Club

Monthly:
Herefordshire Council, Social Services, Foster Carers’ Group

Parish Council meetings

Village Hall Committee meetings
Sunday School

The Breinton Lunch Club

The Village Hall is also used for wedding receptions, parties, quiz nights,
funeral gatherings and harvest suppers.

There are no schools in the Parish. Breinton lies in the catchment area of the
primary school in Stretton Sugwas, although a substantial number of local
children aged under 11 travel to schools elsewhere in the county. Secondary
and further education is provided in the City of Hereford.
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Planning policies affecting the Parish

The planning policies affecting the Parish are set out in the Revised Deposit
Draft Herefordshire Unitary Development Plan (1996 — 2011). The Plan
consists of Proposals Maps and a Written Statement.

The following designations in the Proposals Map and the Hereford Inset Map
affect the Parish, or parts of the Parish:

- The Settlement Boundary of the City of Hereford which lies just
outside the Parish to the east

- Landscapes Least Resilient to Change
- Special Area for Conservation

- Site of Special Scientific Interest: along the banks of the River
Wye from its source to its mouth

- Special Wildlife Site
- Site of Interest for Nature Conservation

- The Broomy Hill Conservation Area which lies just outside the
Parish to the east

- Scheduled Ancient Monument

- Safeguarding Open Space and Allotments
- Area Liable to Flood

- Safeguarding Mineral Reserves

- Safeguarding of Road Scheme on the A4103 Roman Road
which lies just outside the Parish to the north

The Written Statement contains the policies that Herefordshire Council will
use when determining planning applications in the Parish and when giving
people advice about development proposals or changes affecting the
environment. Other policies in the Written Statement relevant to the Parish are
essentially concerned with conserving and enhancing the rural and historic
character of the area.

There are no proposals in the Plan for development in the Parish and none of
the settlements in the Parish are identified for new housing. The housing
policy that applies to the Parish is therefore “H7, Housing in the countryside
outside settlements”. This says that residential development is strictly
controlled in order to protect the landscape and the wider environment.
Residential development will be limited to “that which meets an essential
agricultural, forestry or other economic or farm diversification requirement; or
which results from the conversion of an existing rural building, or which is
linked to the replacement or extension of an existing dwelling”.

There is no provision in this policy for the development of affordable housing
in the Parish.



The Parish contains a medieval village site which is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument belonging to the National Trust, and also a number of listed
buildings that are of architectural and historical interest and receive special
protection.

Herefordshire Council has agreed to the principle of adopting the planning
components of Parish Plans as Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) to
the Unitary Development Plan. This means that when the Breinton Parish
Plan is adopted as SPG it will influence planning decisions in the Parish. This
will include the determination of planning applications and work on the new
local planning system, the Local Development Framework, that will replace
the Unitary Development Plan.



C. Issues of Concern to Parishioners

The issues of concern to parishioners set out in this section of the Plan were
identified through the questionnaire survey.

The findings from the questionnaire survey represent the views of 27% of the
adult population of the Parish. Within this group of respondents, the views of
the older age groups, of women and of residents from the King's Acre area of
the Parish were most frequently represented.

Housing

In the survey 13 people (7% of respondents) stated that they need alternative
accommodation. These respondents were asked to identify their reasons for
needing to move. Respondents could select more than one option. Nine of
them said that they want to move to meet the needs of an elderly or disabled
person and eight stated that they need to move to a different sized house.

The respondents who are unable to move to alternative accommodation said
that the main reason is the lack of affordable housing. They indicated that the
lack of homes to buy is the main cause of the problem and lack of local
authority/housing association homes is the secondary cause.

Everyone was asked about the kinds of accommodation needed in the Parish
(ie. not just the people who want to move). Respondents could select more
than one option. However, 44% of the people who responded to this question
said that they do not think that any further homes are needed in the Parish.
21% of respondents recognised a need for affordable housing; 12% identified
a need for homes for families, 8% homes for retired people and 7% homes for
single people.

Public transport

One regular bus route serves the Parish, operating along the A438 between
Hereford and Credenhill, an expanding village approximately three miles north
west of Breinton. The service runs from early mornings to late evenings on
weekdays and a reduced service is provided on Sundays. Other, less frequent
bus services use the A438 whilst operating between Hereford and the outlying
settlements within the county during the day. There are no Sunday services
on these routes. The rural areas of Breinton are served by a once weekly bus
service every Wednesday from Hereford that allows passengers just over two
hours in the city.



The people who answered the questions in the survey about transport mainly
travel by car. Nearly three quarters of respondents stated that they travel to
their place of work, training or study by car; only 4% use public transport for
these journeys. The vast majority of vehicle use is for leisure and shopping
trips, followed by journeys to work and business trips. People in Breinton do
not experience parking problems at their homes.

Only 4% of the people who replied to the survey said that they use the local
bus service on a regular weekly basis and 75% said they never use the
service. The main change people want to see is an improved timetable,
though they also identified a need for improvements to bus stop locations,
routes and the reliability of the service.

In their more detailed comments people referred to a need for a more frequent
service that would allow them to spend more time in town, visit town on
Saturdays and use buses to travel to and from work. A number of people were
unaware that the present limited service existed and some of these people
said they would use it if information were available through local publicity and
timetables at the bus stops.

Additional bus stops were requested at the end of Green Lane at Cranstone,
on Breinton Lane and in Warham.

Roads and traffic

Through the work of the Transport/Roads Sub-Group and the survey,
residents’ views were collected on road safety and other traffic issues within
the Parish.

The speed limits within the Parish are 60mph, with the exception of King’s
Acre Road which has a 40mph limit from the City boundary westwards to the
border of the Parish with Stretton Sugwas. People would like to see stricter
enforcement of these limits and action taken to improve safety along the rural
lanes.

The survey showed that approximately half of the respondents felt that there
are road traffic danger spots in Breinton. The main source of the danger is
traffic speeding on the narrow lanes and bends. The danger spots are :

The junction of Breinton Lane and King's Acre Road
The blind bend by the telephone box on Breinton Common

The junction of Breinton Avenue and the Waterworks entrance —
outside the Parish but on one of the routes between the Parish and
the city.

The Cranstone/Green Lane junction
The intersection of Upper Breinton Road and Breinton Lane
The bends near Badgers Oak and Wyecliffe Court.

10



People thought that traffic management measures are needed along King’s
Acre Road.

People are concerned at the lack of maintenance of the rural lanes and the
problem of standing water that arises when there are prolonged periods of
heavy rain. People also feel that overgrown verges and hedges cause danger
by restricting visibility.

Most people thought that the road signs and directions in Breinton are
adequate, though approximately one in five respondents felt that
improvements are needed. The suggestions for improvement included the
following locations:

To Breinton Common, Lower Breinton and Warham
To Cranstone

To the Church and the Village Hall

At the T-junction at the bottom of Breinton Lane

The King’s Acre Road sign to the east of Wyevale Garden Centre.

People also suggested that signs should be placed at each entrance to the
village saying “Welcome to Breinton.....please drive carefully”.

Footpaths, bridleways and cycleways

There are 13 “BT” rights of way in the Parish, some of which are bridleways.
The footpath network is rich in flora and fauna. The footpaths pass through
old woodlands and newly designated woods. They run across undulating
farmland, pass through meadows, run alongside a nature reserve and follow
the banks of the river. They can be used for point to point walking or as part of
a circular route.

Local residents attach great importance to the Parish’s footpaths and
bridleways. They refer to them at a number of points in the survey, identifying
them as a significant feature of the Parish and giving priority to their
maintenance. The majority of respondents know where the local paths are,
think that they are well sign-posted and report that they can use them without
difficulty. A third of the people who responded to the survey would be willing to
help maintain the footpaths.

Some people have difficulties in using the footpaths because of mobility
problems related to age and disabilities. However, the reason given most
frequently for difficulties in using the paths is that they are overgrown and not
well maintained. Local landowners need to be encouraged to deal more
quickly, and on a more regular basis, with trees and hedges when they
overhang paths and reduce accessibility. Some people find stiles difficult to
use and others need more information about the locations of the footpaths.

11



In some places, people cause problems by parking on the grass verges at the
points where they gain access to the footpath system. The problem is
particularly marked at locations on Breinton Common where people take
footpaths down to the banks of the river. People should be prevented from
parking on grass verges and alternative parking should be provided wherever
possible.

In addition to the priority people give to opportunities for walking, they also
want improved facilities for cycling. Measures to improve maintenance and
reduce traffic speeds along the lanes are favoured and there is support for
signs along the lanes to encourage cyclists. Herefordshire Council should
consider introducing a cycle lane when it is designing future improvements
along King’'s Acre Road.

Services

People were asked for their views on the standard of the following services
and agencies in Breinton: fire, police, ambulance (emergency), hospital
(transport), police (emergency), the community police representative and
environment/river authorities.

Of the people who expressed an opinion, the majority felt that all services
were provided to a good or reasonable standard. The categories where there
was some concern about standards were the police, the community police
representative, the police (emergency) and the environment/river authority.

The majority of survey respondents said that crime and anti-social behaviour
in Breinton was not a source of concern, or that they have no opinion on the
subject. However, 28% are concerned and the main sources they identify are
the traffic on the roads at night; speeding joy-riders; car dumping; motor
cycles using the Wye Valley Walk; and youths congregating at Breinton
Springs car park. These concerns are followed by anxieties over domestic
burglaries, burglaries from outbuildings and bogus callers. Other causes for
concern include fly-tipping, rubbish dumping and noise from functions at
Belmont Golf Course. For some people, the main concern is the lack of
regular policing and the need for information on how to contact the community
police representative.

Only 1 in 10 people who replied to the survey said that there were areas in the
Parish where they felt unsafe. The areas identified most often in this
connection were Breinton Springs, the area between Cranstone and King’s
Acre Road, and on the footpath alongside the river. Some people interpreted
this question rather differently and pointed to dangers along the lanes caused
by the speed of traffic.

Most people felt that the refuse collection service and the supplies of mains
electricity, mains water and mains gas are provided to a good or reasonable
standard. Also, overall, the respondents felt that TV/radio reception and
mobile phone coverage were good or reasonable. However, 38% of people
thought that the roadside care/street cleaning service was poor.
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People were most concerned about the provisions for surface and storm-
water drainage, the standard of the winter weather service (gritting and snow
clearance), and the condition of pavements and verges. They have a more
favourable opinion about the state of the roads and the street lighting.

The environment

Almost everyone who responded to the survey said that the features that
shape the character of the landscape in the Parish are important and need to
be protected. People attached greatest importance to hedges and woodland.
These were followed, in order of decreasing priority, by waterways and
riverbanks, meadowland, ponds, ditches, orchards and traditional farm
buildings.

People thought that keeping hedges tidy was the most important measure that
could be taken to improve the environment of Breinton. There were also high
levels of support, in order of decreasing priority, for preserving single trees
and special places, preserving old orchards and planting more trees. A
number of suggestions were made for other things that could be done to
improve the environment. These included:

Keeping ditches clear of debris and litter throughout the year

Providing more litter bins and taking action to educate people to
take their rubbish home

Cleaning up the lanes after hedge trimming

Repairing hedges after road accidents and car dumping
Planting wild flowers on verges

Reinstating the riverside walk on Breinton Common

Stopping farmers from spraying pesticides on crops.

People held a very wide variety of views on the special features of the Parish
that need to be protected, enhanced or added to. The majority of comments
reflected a wish to conserve and enhance the character of the Parish and
maintain the attractions of the rural landscape. People referred to the
farmland, meadows, woodland, hedges, the river and its banks, the wildlife
and the “feel” and peaceful atmosphere of the area. People attached great
importance to the footpaths and bridleways that allow them to enjoy the
countryside. Special features identified included Breinton Springs, the pond at
Breinton Springs, the trees along King’'s Acre Road and the Millennium Wood.
People are opposed to new development and the possibility of a by-pass
being built through the Parish.

Proposals for actions to conserve and enhance these features included:
Designating the Parish as a Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Providing improved access to the river
13



Introducing “Welcome to Breinton...” signs

Encouraging people to pick up litter and dog mess

Some people also mentioned in this context the value they attach to the
community spirit in the Parish and the important role that the Church and the
Village Hall play in the life of the Parish. Providing a public house as a focal
point was suggested as a means of strengthening community life in the
Parish.

Many people thought that increased re-cycling would be of real benefit in
helping to protect and enhance the local environment.

Approximately a half of the people who replied to the questionnaire felt that
there are places in Breinton where litter is a problem. The location identified
most frequently is Breinton Springs Car Park and the banks of the river
nearby. There is also a problem along King’s Acre Road, mainly caused by
people throwing litter from vehicles. People also identified a number of other
locations throughout the Parish and made a number of references to the
problem of fly-tipping along the lanes. Suggestions for action included
organized litter picks; notices giving warnings about fines; and litter bins in the
lay-bys near Longmeadow and in Magpie Lane.

People were asked what could be done with the local roads, lanes and paths
to make the countryside more attractive. The most frequent suggestions were
action to remove litter and dog mess; the introduction and enforcement of
speed limits; regular cutting of hedges and verges; and establishment of
native wildflowers. There was also support for more regular highway
maintenance and ditch cleaning. People felt that the lanes would be safer for
walkers and horse riders if the hedges and verges were well maintained and
traffic moved more slowly.

Leisure

The majority of people thought that the leisure activities suggested in the
survey were suited to Breinton. People gave most support to walking, followed
by nature study, painting, photography, cycling, fishing, horse riding,
running/jogging and farm visits.

Approximately two thirds of respondents expressed an interest in attending
one or more of the new sports clubs, activities or community facilities
suggested in the survey. The most popular were a gardening club, keep fit
and IT/computing. These were followed, in decreasing order of popularity, by
crafts, a ramblers’ club, yoga, an art club, natural history, bowls, golf, pool,
snooker, woodwork, a children’s playground, a music society, tennis, creative
arts for children, drama, a children’s playgroup and a choir. There was also
interest in a score of other activities, including setting up a Breinton History
Group. Most respondents thought that the Village Hall would be the preferred
venue for holding classes and clubs.
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The main reason people gave for not taking part in the leisure activities that
are currently available is that they do not want to participate. The barriers
people identified were poor publicity, unsuitable opening hours, expense, age
and disability, lack of childcare and transport. A small number of people
guestioned whether everyone is welcome at these activities.

The Church is an important amenity and historical landmark in Breinton. When
people were asked how the larger Parish community might make better use of
this asset, some thought it could supplement the Village Hall by providing a
base for local groups and societies to use for talks, musical and choral events,
bell ringing, and art and craft activities. People also suggested using the
Church for a children’s club, for coffee mornings, and as a café and “visitor
centre” for tourists. However, some people had reservations about the
feasibility of the Church taking on a wider role because it does not have
lavatories and access for people with disabilities. Others objected to the
Church being used for activities other than worship.

Information about local activities

The Parish magazine “Teamtalk” is the source of information about events
taking place in Breinton for two thirds of the people responding to the survey.
Approximately one in six respondents get their information from local
newspapers and only one in twelve from the Notice Boards.

Respondents were reasonably satisfied with the amount of information about
what is going on in the Parish, although comments were made elsewhere in
the survey about the Parish magazine missing events.

People were less satisfied with the publicity that the Parish Council gives to its
decisions and activities, with over a fifth of respondents feeling that decisions
were poorly publicised. People were even less happy over the publicity given
to the planning applications that affect Breinton, with over a half feeling that
the publicity they receive is insufficient.

Summary
People thought that the environment is by far the most important issue. They
placed crime and disorder in second place, though a long way behind the

environment. It was followed, in order of decreasing importance, by transport,
leisure, housing and tourism.
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Other comments

People were asked for their comments on any subjects that they felt had not
been covered in the survey and for their suggestions for improving the quality
of life of all residents in Breinton. The theme that emerged most strongly was
the wish of a number of people for more community activity in Breinton and for
everyone to be able to feel part of the life of the Parish, including the people
who live on King’s Acre Road. Some people linked this with the need for a
focal point in the Parish and felt that a village shop, pub, Post Office or Health
Centre would be the way to bring people together. Specific suggestions
included running a combined shop, Post Office and pub as a community
business; using the Fruit Farm as a local shop; reviving local use of the Bay
Horse Inn; or opening a pub near Breinton Springs.

People also thought that community involvement should be encouraged by
setting up more activities in the Village Hall and the Church that would appeal
to a wider cross section of local residents. The activities suggested included
talks, a social club, a flower show, scarecrow days, tennis, snooker, coffee
mornings, activities for families at weekends, evening classes and visits to the
elderly.

The other suggestions covered the main themes already identified in the
guestionnaire, especially the wish to preserve the area’s rural character, to
improve road safety by introducing and enforcing speed limits, and to improve
the maintenance of the footpaths.

D. Action Plan

The Action Plan lists a number of actions that will be carried out in response
to the issues that parishioners have identified. Each action is accompanied by
a brief explanation of why it is needed, how it will be carried out, who will be
responsible and when it will be taken forward.

Herefordshire Council has agreed to adopt the planning components of Parish
Plans as Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) to the Unitary
Development Plan. This means that, once adopted by Herefordshire Council
as SPG, this plan will influence planning decisions in the Parish, including the
determination of planning applications.

Producing the Plan has helped bring people in the Parish together; the aim
now is to involve local people as far as possible in achieving the Action Plan.
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Action Plan - Housing

Action Responsible Partner Timescale Budget/ Comments
Body Organisations Resources
Hold discussions with a selected | The selected Herefordshire Begin discussions | The selected | Parish Council to open up
Housing Association to make Housing Council; in 2005 and Housing discussions.
affordable homes available for Association Parish Council secure allocations | Association
local people — outside the as soon as
Parish, but in convenient possible

locations.

Hold discussions with
Herefordshire Council about the
changes needed to planning
policies to make it possible to
respond to the need for local
and affordable housing in the
countryside as an exception to
policy. The Parish Council will
aim to get these changes
included in the new Local
Development Framework (LDF)
that Herefordshire Council will
produce to replace the UDP.

Parish Council

Herefordshire
Council — Planning
and Housing

Begin discussions
in 2005 and take
actions at
appropriate stages
of LDF process

Nil

Parish Council to open up
discussions.
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Action Plan — Public transport

Action Responsible Partner Timescale Budget/ Comments
Body Organisation Resources

Introduce a more frequent bus | Bus operating Herefordshire 2005-2006 Private Parish Council liaises with
service, e.g. to allow people to | companies Council operators; Herefordshire Council and
spend more time in town, visit Herefordshire | bus operating companies
town on Saturdays and use Council
buses for their journeys to
work.
Make changes to the bus Bus operating Herefordshire 2005-2006 Private Parish Council liaises with
routes through the Parish companies Council operators Herefordshire Council and

bus operating companies

Provide additional bus stops in | Herefordshire Parish Council 2006 Herefordshire | Parish Council to discuss

the following locations: Council - Council; Parish | in 2005 with Herefordshire
At the end of Green Lane at | Highways Council Council to agree a
Cranstone programme for the siting
On Breinton Lane and funding of each stop
In Warham

Provide timetables at the bus Bus operating Herefordshire 2005 Private Parish Council liaises with

stops and information about companies Council; Parish operators Herefordshire Council and

services in the Parish
magazine “Teamtalk”

Councill

the bus operators
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Action Plan — Roads and traffic

Action Responsible Partner Timescale Budget/ Comments
Body Organisation Resources
Produce a Highways Safety Herefordshire Parish Council; Produce Plan in 2005 | Herefordshire | Working with

Plan for the Parish with a co-
ordinated programme of
measures to improve safety at
the most dangerous bends and
junctions, e.g. improvements to
junction design; warning signs;
pedestrian crossings; verge
and hedge cutting. The danger
spots include:

Breinton Lane/King’'s Acre

Rd junction

Bend on Breinton Common

Breinton Ave/Waterworks

junction — not in Parish but

on route into city

Cranstone/Green Lane

junction

Upper Breinton Rd/Breinton

Rd

Bends near Badgers Oak/

Wyecliffe Court

Council —
Highways

West Mercia

Police;
Local residents

and implement over

the next 5 years

Council;
Parish Council

Herefordshire Council, aim
to include measures in
future Herefordshire
Council Local Transport
Plan and the Highway
Maintenance Plan.

Discuss the timing of
verge cutting with
Herefordshire Council,
pointing out the
importance of allowing
wild flowers to set their
seeds.

Introduce additional speed
limits at appropriate locations;
enforce existing speed limits
and weight restrictions

West Mercia
Police;

Herefordshire
Council-Highways

2006

West Mercia
Police

Liaise with Local Beat
Manager; send letter to
the Traffic Department,
West Mercia Police; raise
subject of speed limit
enforcement with Chief
Superintendent via HALC
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Implement a programme of
new and improved road signs
to include the following
locations:
To Breinton Common,
Lower Breinton and
Warham
To Cranstone
To the Church and Village
Hall
At T-junction at bottom of
Breinton Lane
The King's Acre Road sign
to east of Wyevale Garden
Centre

And “Welcome to Breinton.....
signs

Herefordshire
Council -
Highways

Parish Council

Produce the
programme in 2005
and implement over
the next 3 years

Herefordshire
Council;
Parish Council
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Action Plan — Footpaths, bridleways and cycleways

Action

Responsible
Body

Partner
Organisation

Timescale

Budget/
Resources

Comments

Produce a programme of
works to make footpaths more
accessible for the elderly and
for people with disabilities

Herefordshire
Council -

Highways and
Rights of Way

Parish Council —
Footpaths Officer;
Herefordshire
Access Group

Produce programme
and implement over
next 5 years

Herefordshire
Council;
Parish Council

The programme will
include the suggestions for
improvement made in the
survey

Local people become involved
in maintaining the footpaths
and bridleways

Herefordshire
Council —

Highways and
Rights of Way

Parish Council —
Footpaths Officer;
local residents

Begin during 2005

Herefordshire
Council;
Parish
Council; time
of local
residents

Parish Council to set up a
Footpaths and Bridleways
Register to co-ordinate the
work of local people who
are willing to participate on
a voluntary basis. Explore
Parish Paths Partnership
(PPP3) as a source of
funding from Herefordshire
Council.

Prevent car parking on grass
verges where people access
footpaths; provide alternative
parking wherever possible.

Herefordshire
Council -

Highways and
Rights of Way

Parish Council —
Footpaths Officer

Begin consultations in
2005

Herefordshire
Council;
Parish
Council;
Grant funding.

Consult local residents

Provide signs to encourage
cyclists to use the lanes

Herefordshire
Council —
Highways

Parish Council

Introduce a
programme in 2006

Herefordshire
Council;
Parish Council

This action needs to be
linked to the measures to
make the lanes safer for
all users, including
motorists and pedestrians

A cycle lane is needed along
King’'s Acre Road

Herefordshire
Council —
Highways

Parish Council

The timing is
dependent upon
H’shire Council's
highways investment
programme

Herefordshire
Council

Parish Council to raise
need with Herefordshire
Council
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Action Plan - Services

Action

Responsible
Body

Partner
Organisation

Timescale

Budget/
Resources

Comments

Improve highway maintenance,
including drain and gully
cleaning, and the winter
weather service

Herefordshire
Council —
Highways

Parish Council

2005

Herefordshire
Council

The Parish Council will
raise maintenance issues
with Herefordshire Council
and suggest priorities for
the winter weather service.

Improve maintenance of

Herefordshire

Adjacent land

Begin programme in

Herefordshire

Parish Council to prioritise,

ditches along highways Council — owners 2005 subject to Council ( via produce programme and
Highways; Herefordshire Council | Lengthsman explore Lengthsman
Parish Council finance Scheme); Scheme
via Lengthsman Parish Council
Scheme

Maintain passing places on Herefordshire Programme Herefordshire | Parish Council will identify

minor roads and lanes;
Where not possible to
construct pavements, make
road edges safer, especially
for children and the elderly

Council —
Highways

implemented from

2005 onwards

Council

priorities and then present
them to Herefordshire
Council to include in
maintenance budget
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Action Plan — The Environment

Action Responsible Partner Timescale Budget/ Comments
Body Organisation Resources
Review the boundary of the Parish Council Herefordshire Begin in 2005 and Time of Parish | Findings and
Area of Outstanding Natural Council — relate to the Council’s | Council and recommendations will be
Beauty in the Unitary Planning; programme for Local sent to Herefordshire
Development Plan. Prepare a Local residents producing the Local residents Council — Planning.

proposal for its extension from
just west of the Wye Bridge in
Hereford to include the valley
up to Rhyader, including the
stretch of the valley in the
Parish

Development
Framework

Review current arrangements
for informing residents about
planning applications.

Parish Council

Herefordshire
Council —
Planning

2005

Time of Parish
Council

Parish Council will review
its policy on planning
applications.

NB. Also see Action Plan
for “Information on local
activities”

Produce a Plan and
Programme for tree planting
across the Parish and
establishing wildflowers in the
roadside verges

Parish Council

Local residents

Produce Plan and
Programme and
begin implementing in
2005

Parish
Council; Local
residents;
Grant giving
Bodies

Producing the Plan will
involve identifying sources
of funds and possible
sponsors

Enforce Bye Laws along King’s
Acre Road requiring dog
owners to remove dog mess,
especially along footpaths.
Encourage dog owners to
respect the lanes

Herefordshire
Council —
Environment

Parish Council

2005 and continuing

Inputs of time
from
Herefordshire
Council and
Parish
Council;
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Enforce legislation related to
noise

Herefordshire
Council —
Environmental
Health

Police;
Parish Council;
Local residents

Information item in
Parish Magazine
2005. Implement on
a regular basis.

Herefordshire
Council

Parish Council to
inform/remind
residents of
Herefordshire
Council's powers.

Increase frequency of litter
collection, especially:

At Breinton Springs Car
Park

Herefordshire
Council —

Litter collection to be
carried out regularly

Herefordshire
Council;

Parish Council to
monitor regularly

Along King’'s Acre Road Highways on basis of an agreed
programme
Involve local residents in litter
picks Parish Council; Parish Council; | Parish Council will
Local residents, Time of local explore possibility of
Install notices giving warnings e.g. through litter people voluntary litter picks
about fines picks and decide on
location of notices
Investigate possibility of and bins
providing bins
Include a door-to-door Herefordshire Parish Council 2006 Herefordshire This is being

recycling collection
in the weekly refuse collection

Council —
Environment

Council

introduced on a
phased basis across
Herefordshire

Set up a Parish re-cycling point

Herefordshire
Council —
Environment;
Parish Council

Local residents

Set up during 2005;
commence in 2006

Herefordshire
Council;
Parish Council

Parish Council will
begin the project by
identifying the
materials to be re-
cycled and by finding
a site
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Parish Council to promote the
role of the Parish as a “lung” of
countryside for the people of
Hereford, while raising public
awareness of the need to
retain the area’s environmental
quality

Herefordshire
Council

Parish Council;
Programme to be
introduced in co-
operation with
Environmental
Organisations,
e.g. The
Herefordshire
Nature Trust, The
Woodland Trust;

2005

Herefordshire
Council —
Environment

Parish Council to ask
Herefordshire Council to
take the lead
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Action Plan — Leisure

Action Responsible Partner Timescale Budget/ Comments
Body Organisation Resources
Parish Council to support Herefordshire Local residents Advertise in the Herefordshire The Parish Council
setting up leisure activities, Council - Parish magazine Council; will compile a register
e.g. a gardening club, keep fit, | Leisure “Teamtalk” in 2005; if | income from of people, with their
IT/computing, a local history successful in users interests and

group

securing volunteers
and inputs from other
bodies, set up in
2005/2006

willingness to help
organise
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Action Plan — Information about local activities

Action

Responsible
Body

Partner
Organisation

Timescale

Budget/
Resources

Comments

Parish Council to consider
methods for publicising its
decisions and activities,
including:
Notice boards should be
up-dated more regularly
Put Parish Council minutes
on notice boards
Ensure Parish magazine
“Teamtalk” covers all local
activities and is delivered
as soon as reasonably
practicable, and before the
first of the month whenever
possible
Investigate possibility of
setting up a parish website

Parish Council

Local residents

2005

2005

2005

Investigations during
2005

Parish Council

Parish Council will
publicise and aim to
recruit volunteers to
progress the scheme
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