


 

    

               
        

   

               
        

   

2222.... TTTTRRRRAAAAFFFFFFFFIIIICCCC
 

Present position 
The A465 trunk road from Hereford city to South Wales 
divides estate households in an approximate ratio of two 
(north) to one (south).Traffic is heavy at all times and there 
are often considerable delays at rush-hours. Within the 
estate there is only one crossing - from Tesco to the 
Eastholme Community Centre. The road is very narrow 
there and many drivers seem unaware of, or ignore, the 
light control. A fatality has occurred here. 

The estate is nearly complete and it is possible to estab­
lish recurrent traffic patterns 

See Appendix b, for Herefordshire Council reponses to 
key traffic issues in Belmont 

Issues identified 
TROUBLE SPOTS � Crossing Abbotsmead Road to 
reach Tesco. � CH7 footpath crossings at Abbotsmead 
Road and Dorchester Way. Also, despite new barriers at 
Northolme Road, this crossing is still unprotected. 

Traffic calming 

For 36.6% 
Against 34.7% 
No opinion 28.7% 

More crossings 

For 35.7% 
Against 40.8% 
No opinion 23.5% 



 

 

 

 

QUOTE 

What are the 
worst features 
of life on the 
Belmont 
Estate? 

166 house­
holds out of 
320 said -
TRAFFIC ! 

Policy
 

� The status of the A465 30 mph limit (near Tesco) is 
being changed from “temporary” to “permanent”. A 40 
mph limit extension, from this point to Ruckhall Lane, 
has always been seen as locally desirable, and 
Belmont RPC will continue to push for this. 

� A city bypass, if it happens, will form part of a 25­
year integrated transport plan. A consultant suggests a 
cost of £42m for a relief road on the west, and £61m 
to the east. Belmont RPC will consider all proposals 
and consult residents before supporting either option 

Note: Of Belmont residents 
surveyed, 93.69% were in favour 
of a bypass. 

� Herefordshire Council says the estate has a good 
road safety record and is low on the list for traffic calm­
ing. The relocation of Tesco’s filling station to the other 
side of Abbotsmead Road will include an extra cross­
ing for the latter. 

� If the CH7 footpath is upgraded, it should be possi­
ble to include traffic calming at the two points men­
tioned in “Trouble spots”, above 

Future policy 
To continue to monitor traffic on the estate and to sup­
port, in principle, a relief road. 

Time scales 
Traffic calming (general). Ongoing.
 
Traffic calming (CH7 intersections). Medium term
 

(three years) 
Abbotsmead Road crossing. Short term (One year) 
Trunk road limit (A465). Long term (Three-plus 

years) 

Partners 
Herefordshire Council 
Belmont RPC 
Highways Agency 

TRAFFICTRAFFIC
 



 

    

                  
   

                  
           

        

               
     

                

                

3333.... TTTTRRRRAAAANNNNSSSSPPPPOOOORRRRTTTT 

Present position 
When data for the survey was being collected, the Parish 
was served by the 106 bus service which has since been 
withdrawn. The replacement cross-town service to Hampton 
has also been withdrawn and replaced by a half-hourly 75 
service from the city bus station (behind Tesco) to 
Dorchester Way, Abbotsmead Road and Whitefriars Road. 

This excludes the Shellingham Way link which both residents 
and the Rural Parish Council objected to. The RPC has been 
pushing for a late-night service on Friday and Saturday and 
this is now provided. On week nights the 449 Madley 
Circular links the Country Bus Station to Dorchester Way via 
Broad Street, hourly, between 19.15 and 22.30. On Friday 
and Saturday there is an extra service at 23.30. Timetables 
are available from Tesco and the Tourist Information Office. 

Further services - the H9, H10 and H11 - to Rotherwas, via 
Newton Farm, Hunderton, Redhill, Hinton and, eventually, 
Hereford rail station, will be introduced on October 27. 

Analysis of the survey showed, surprisingly, that many resi­
dents on the south side of the A465 used the 106 (now 75) 
service despite the fact that no “southern” addresses were 
served. There is a need for a service along Southolme, 
Eastholme and Westholme roads and the RPC will support 
residents’ efforts to achieve this. 

Buses pass through the estate on the A465 to Cardiff, 
Brecon, Abergavenny, Madley, Hay and distant destinations 
such as Bradford and Yarmouth. Outside the Parish to the 
south, along Waterfield Road, services pass at intervals of 
15 minutes. 

A significant percentage of estate residents use the 75 
Belmont service. The bus can be flagged down anywhere on 
the estate provided it is safe for the bus to stop there. 

Lowline 

buses? 

For 66.4% 
Remain as is 33.6% 

Extra bus 

shelters? 

For 49.6% 
Against 44.5% 
No opinion 5.9% 

Bus 

timetable? 

Good 24.8% 
Satisfactory 62.8% 
Poor 12.4% 

Bus service? 

Adequate  75.9% 
Poor 24.1% 



TTTTRRRRAAAANNNNSSSS----

Fewer residents (42.8%) use the service than don’t 
(56.9%) and one person (0.3%) had no opinion. Several 
interesting suggestions for future consideration were 
made. Both services and timetable are considered satis­
factory, and of great importance to users. 

Problems 
� No services covering Eastholme, Southolme and 

Westholme roads 

Future action 
� Monitor changes to 75 service 

� Press for 100% use of lowline buses 

� Any new bus shelter should be positioned to ensure 
maximum use with least offence 

� Continue to explore possibility of extending services 
to Southolme and Westholme roads despite repeated 
refusals of present provider. 

Time scales 
All - ongoing 

Partners 
Bus companies 
Herefordshire Council parish liaison and 

local development office - Dorothy Coleman 
South Wye transport group - WyeS Moves 
Belmont RPC 

QUOTES 

“Later services, please” 

“Service to hospital and 
railway station” 

“School bus to collect 
children” 
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4444.... LLLLEEEEIIIISSSSUUUURRRREEEE 

Present position 
The Parish owns no land or buildings. There is no playing 
field, cycle track or recreation facilities - other than small 
play areas extracted as planning permission conditions. 
There is nowhere on the estate suitable for a skatepark or 
motocross circuit, as several residents requested 

The landfill, the area north of Dorchester Way and the 
Northolme “pavilion” are still in the hands of developers. The 
last sizeable plot of land, previously owned by Bass, has 
been sold to Tesco to enable an expansion programme 
which involves transferring the store’s petrol station from 
one side of Abbotsmead Road to the other. 

See Appendix b, for Herefordshire Council’s latest views on 
the above. 

The Eastholme Community Centre is controlled by the 
South Wye Community Trust. The Centre houses the small 
branch library plus two usable rooms. One of these is on the 
first floor, hindering disabled access. 

Policy 
All actions depend on Hereford Council adopting the 
Landfill, the Northolme “pavilion” and the adjacent five-a­
side pitch. Adoption is being actively pursued by the 
district and parish councillors. When this has happened, the 
following aims should be observed 

� The “planning gain” funds from Tesco, should be used to 
complete and equip the Northolme pavilion to form the 
Northolme Community Centre. Furnishing the NCC will be 
overseen by Herefordshire Council Parks Department. 

QUOTE 

“Build a youth club. 
Young adults have 
nowhere to go but 
the streets” 

SAD 

FOOTNOTE 

No land, so no pub 
despite many 

requests 



        
           

         

                   

       

                   
            

       

                   
            

       

LLLLeeeeiiiissssuuuurrrreeee 

� SHARP has agreed to run the Centre. Belmont RPC 
will provide support in developing activities. 

� Set up goalposts on the newly prepared and seeded 
five-a-side pitch. 

� Consider applying for funds to create a “parish green” 
on the remainder of the site. 

� Decide on recreational use(s) for Landfill, bearing in 
mind that Herefordshire Council must first adopt it. 
Balance support for a kick-about area, a picnic area and 
controlled planting of wild flowers 

� Press for land north of Dorchester Way to be taken 
into public ownership. Since it is not part of the Landfill it 
is not sealed and may be used to create a wetlands 
park or other leisure facilties. 

Future policy 
This depends on residents. Their support of the 
Northolme Community Centre will decide the success or 
failure of the Centre and dictate the activities presented 

Time scales 
� Northolme Community Centre. Short term -

opera tive by Christmas? 
� Five-a-side pitch. Short term - as with NCC, above 
� Parish green. Medium term (One to three years) 
� Landfill: some leisure use. Short term (one year) 

Belmont-Haywood Country Park . Long term (Five­
plus years) 
� Dorchester Way land. Long term (Five-plus years) 

Partners 
Tesco 
Belmont RPC 
SHARP 
Herefordshire Council Parks Department 
Herefordshire Policy and Community 

Landfill renaming 
Full list of residents’ suggestions in Appendix 1. These 
will be considered by the Parish Plan working group, 
after which a shortlist will be passed to the RPC for a 
final decision. 

LANDFILL 

USE 

Intervention vs. 

non-intervention 

Leave as is 6.9% 
Improve 88.1% 
No opinion 5.0% 

Sow wildflowers 

For 69.4% 
Against  7. 7% 
No opinion 23.1% 

Create kick-about 

area 

For 42.8% 
Against 25.6% 
No opinion 31.6% 

Create 

barbecue/picnic 

area 

For 43.4% 
Against 24.4% 
No opinion 32.2% 



    5555.... PPPPLLLLAAAANNNNNNNNIIIINNNNGGGG
 

Present position 

From being the most contentious subject on the estate, 
large-scale planning matters are now becoming a thing of 
the past. With the completion of the Jennings and 
Persimmon sites, major development will cease. There 
remains only the outstanding Tesco expansion application 
and the future of the land to the north of Dorchester Way. 
The proposals for a site near Belmont Abbey and another 
south of Westholme Road (in which Herefordshire Council 
might, as a concession, acquire an adjacent 11-acre field) 
are outside Belmont RP. 

See Appendix b for Herefordshire Council’s view of current 
planning matters in Belmont. 

Identifying issues 

The end of building does not mean the end of developers 
or the problems they bring. The Landfill, the Northolme 
Centre and the “Dorchester Way land” remain in develop­
ers’ hands. 

Policy 

QUOTES 

Belmont’s worst 

features 

� Estate too big 

� Roads too 
narrow for buses 

� Lack of shops, 
esp DIY 

� Press Herefordshire Council to adopt the Landfill, the 
pavilion and the adjacent five-a-side pitch. Adoption 
depends on the developers bringing the areas up to an 
acceptable standard. Hereford’s legal department is being 
urged to see that this is done and that all outstanding pro­



PPPPLLLLAAAANNNNNNNNIIIINNNNGGGG 

jects are taken into public ownership. 

The land to the north of Dorchester Way is at risk as an 
amenity as long as it remains in private ownership. 

� Continue to resist further development within parish. 

� Continue to oppose development within 50 m of Landfill. 

� Continue to support provision of off-street parking where 
residence extensions increase the number of bed-spaces 
and/or reduce the availability of garage parking 

Future action 

� Maintain pressure on Herefordshire Council to adopt all 
vacant land in private ownership (ie, land to north of 
Dorchester Way. 

� Continue involvement in the Tesco planning application to 
ensure Parish gets as much benefit as possible. 

� Monitor developments round the Parish boundary (ie, the 
site at Belmont Abbey and the “field-for-planning­
permission swap”). 

Partners 

Herefordshire Council Planning Department 
Herefordshire Council Legal Department 
Herefordshire Council Policy and community 
Herefordshire Council Parks department 

QUOTES 

Belmont’s best 

features 

� Well laid-out, 
clean estate 

� Possibility of 
Belmont -

Haywood 

Country Park 


